TIMSS 2010/11 – Frequently Asked Questions about participation
How are schools selected?

Almost every school in New Zealand that offers the year level/s we are testing is eligible. There will be some schools where the students would be unable to respond to the assessment or that would have an insufficient number of students that are excluded from the list.

The sampling itself happens in three stages. At a first sampling stage, schools are divided into groups based on various characteristics (eg. English language vs Bilingual and Māori language instruction, decile, type of school, size of relevant year level/s) then sampled. This is to ensure we get a representative sample of schools with these different characteristics.

Classrooms are then sampled as a second stage, usually two or three classrooms per school. Students constitute the third sampling stage, although generally all students in selected classrooms are included in the assessments.
Why do we always get selected?

At the secondary level, we only have 433 possible schools to select from. In order to get good measures with only light sampling WITHIN the school (ie. So we do not have to select large numbers of students in each of the schools), we usually sample around 170 schools with eligible students. This means each school has a better than one-in-three chance of being selected. This time in TIMSS 2010/11, we have applied a sampling design to ensure not ALL the large schools are sampled, but many of them still will be.

If we are selected, do we have to take part?

You are not legally obliged to participate in our international studies BUT 

· this is a useful way of checking the health of our education system without instituting nation-wide tests

· because we are an international study, if too many of our schools refuse to take part, we would be unable to make statistically viable inferences about our population. Additionally, we would be unable to make comparisons with the other countries who take part in the studies and we would not get published in the international reports. 

What if the students or their parents refuse participation?

There is no legal requirement for participation but we find that students often enjoy the experience, whether it is the novelty of the tests, the fact that they are part of a larger group of students their age around the world doing the same assessments, representing New Zealand, or doing something that is out of the normal school routine. 

Most schools will inform the students themselves prior to the testing. Parental consent is not required for this type of low-stakes testing, but if it is school policy to request permission, we can provide you with a letter template to adapt and send to parents outlining the importance of the study so that they can make decisions based on all the available information.

What do we get out of it?

Besides helping us monitor the New Zealand education system, you will get a feedback document showing aggregated achievement and contextual data for your school. You will also receive a copy of the New Zealand TIMSS reports when they are published. Schools that participate in our international studies are also offered an amount of money approximately equivalent to the cost of one teacher release day in recognition of the administrative efforts required for the test.

Each student who participates will also receive a certificate of participation and a TIMSS-PIRLS pen to show our appreciation. 

What do we have to do?
We ask the principal of the school to appoint a School Coordinator for the study, who in turn nominates a Test Administrator or acts in this role themselves. 

The School Coordinator will:

· send us information about all the classes at the year level being tested so we can sample the appropriate number of classes

· send us information about the students in the classes that are sampled 

· receive and check the box/es of materials we send for the testing, then check and send back the materials following the testing session

The Test Administrator will:

· administer the test and complete testing-related forms

What happens to the data once our students have completed the testing?
Once all the data has been collected, entered and checked by the New Zealand TIMSS Team, it gets sent off to the TIMSS Data Processing Centre in Germany for further checking then is processed and analysed by several of the TIMSS international study centres. At the completion of the analysis (towards the end of 2012 as this is a lengthy process for the amount of data involved in such a study), international reports will be published. 

As soon as the international reports are released, the New Zealand TIMSS team can begin to publish our national reports about New Zealand students’ achievement and the contexts in which this achievement occurs.

