	Glossary of Early Childhood Education Terms:

	 
	 

	Early Childhood Education (ECE)
	Education and care of pre-school children. The majority of children in ECE services are under 5, however, children may attend ECE services up to their 6th birthday, when schooling becomes compulsory. Commonly known ECE services include Kindergartens, Te Kōhanga Reo, Playcentres and Education and Care services.

	Licensed Early Childhood Education Services
	Any premises used regularly for the education or care of 3 or more children under the age of 6 must be licensed except where specifically exempted by the Minister of Education.

	Licence-Exempt Early Childhood Education Groups
	Some community based non-profit making centres operated by parents, whanau and Caregivers are exempt from licensing if they operate for no more than 3 hours on any one day, have more than half the parents attending each session and parents assume responsibility for each child attending the group.

	Types of Licensed ECE services include:

	Kindergarten
	An early childhood institution that provides sessional programmes for mainly three and four year old children.

	Education and Care Centres
	Provide sessional, all-day, or flexible hour programmes for children from birth to school age. They may be privately owned, non-profit making, or operated as an adjunct to a business or organisation.

	Playcentre
	An early childhood institution that is collectively supervised and managed by parents for children aged between 0 and 5 years.

	Homebased Services
	A cluster of homes under the supervision of a Homebased Co-ordinator. The Co-ordinator places children with caregivers in approved homes for an agreed number of hours per week.

	Te Kōhanga Reo
	An early childhood institution administered by the Te Kōhanga Reo Trust. The programmes are based on the total immersion of children from birth to school age in Māori language, culture, and values.

	Correspondence School
	National school providing off-campus learning for students unable to attend regular school, because of distance, through to medical or other reasons. Provides early childhood through to adult education.

	Types of Licence-Exempt ECE Groups include:

	Pacific Islands Early Childhood Groups (PIECG)
	Available to pre-school children with the purpose of developing and maintaining Pacific Islands languages and cultures. There is a high level of parent participation.

	Playgroups
	Community-based groups of parents and pre-school children whose playgroups meet for one to three sessions per week.

	Ngā Puna Kōhungahunga.
	License-exempt groups in community based locations that are culturally appropriate for Māori.

	NB: There are also Licence-Exempt Te Kohanga Reo groups and Playcentres which are administered the same as licensed services but have fewer children so are exempted from licensing requirements.


	Teaching Staff

	Full-Time Teacher Equivalent (FTTE)
	One full-time teacher equivalent is a teacher employed for a full working week. This may be varied, for example, by two teachers sharing a full-time teaching equivalent. Calculated by adding together total part-time hours worked, dividing by 25, and rounding to two decimal places.

	Teaching Staff
	Teaching staff are primarily engaged in the education and care of children.

	Homebased Co-ordinators
	Homebased Co-ordinators are primarily engaged in the selection, supervision and support of caregivers, the placement of children and the monitoring of the education and care programme.

	Homebased Caregivers/Educators/Paid Home-based Workers
	Homebased staff are the person/s who provide/s Homebased care under the auspices of a service.  Caregiver/educators/homebased workers are primarily engaged in the care and education of children.

	General Terms

	Regular Roll
	Children enrolled at a service on a regular ongoing basis.

	Casual Attendance
	Children who do not attend a service on a regular ongoing basis. 

	Immersion Service
	A service where teachers use a language of communication for 81-100% of their teaching time.  Most common languages used and referred to are Te Reo Māori and Pasifika languages.

	Bi-lingual Service
	A service where teachers use a language of communication for 12-80% of their teaching time.  Most common languages used and referred to are Te Reo Māori and Pasifika languages.

	Diploma of Teaching or Higher ECE Qualification
	Refers to staff that hold either of the following qualifications:

· Masters of Education or other post-graduate ECE qualification and an ECE qualification approved by NZ Teachers Council.

· ECE teaching qualification approved by NZ Teachers Council.  Eg. Bachelor, Diploma or Graduate Diploma.

· Another ECE qualification approved by NZ Teachers Council.



	Teacher led services
	Teacher led services include Education and Care services, Casual Education and Care services, Kindergartens, Homebased Networks and the Correspondence School.

	Parent led services
	Parent led services include Playcentres.
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