Progression to further study within institutions
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There is a school of thought that seamless progressions into higher-level tertiary study are more likely to occur within an institution rather than through a student changing institutions. Students develop familiarity with the staff, curricula and support available within one institution. For these reasons it has been assumed that student progression into higher-level tertiary study is more likely to occur within an institution.

This article attempts to test this assumption against tertiary education data.  However, quantitative data cannot fully answer the question of whether students are more likely to progress within an institution, because the opportunity to do so does not always exist, particularly in terms of higher-level qualifications in polytechnics, wānanga and private training establishments. This article is therefore not able to fully answer the question of what students would choose to do if they had all possible options available to them.

Figure 8.13 shows that around half of the students who progressed directly to higher-level study after completing a qualification did so at the same institution as they completed the qualification. Of those 121,000 domestic students who completed a qualification in 2005, 20,400 (17 percent) went on to study at a higher level in 2006. Of those 20,400 students, 52 percent progressed to a higher-level qualification within the institution at which they had already completed a qualification. Both the direct higher-level progression rate and the proportion of students who progressed directly within an institution have remained relatively unchanged since 1998.

The longer a student waited before progressing to higher-level study the less likely he or she was to do so within the same institution. Of those 78,000 domestic students who completed a qualification in 2001, 23,900 (31 percent) went on to study at a higher level between 2002 and 2006. Of those 23,900 students, 43 percent progressed to a higher-level qualification within the institution at which they had already completed a qualification. The trend in Figure 8.13 suggests that in the long term the proportion of students who progress within the same institution will level off at around 40 percent.
Figure 8.13:  Higher-level progression rates for domestic students by year of qualification completion
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Notes:
1. Higher progression refers to the proportion of students who have completed a qualification in a year and who subsequently enrol in further higher-level study at some time up until 2006. So for students completing a qualification in 1998 this is an eight-year progression rate and for students completing in 2005 it is a one-year (direct) progression rate.
2. Progression within the same institution refers to the proportion of students who having progressed into higher-level study did so within the same institution at which they completed their previous qualification.
Figure 8.14 shows that students who completed a bachelors-level qualification were the least likely to progress directly to further higher-level study. However, bachelors-qualified students who did move directly to higher-level study were more likely to make that progression within an institution, while students who completed qualifications at lower levels were more likely to move to higher-level study at another institution. Of the domestic students who progressed to a postgraduate qualification in 2006 after completing a bachelors-level qualification in 2005, 69 percent did so within the same institution. Of the domestic students who progressed to a bachelors-level or higher qualification in 2006 after completing a level 5 to 7 diploma, 59 percent did so within the same institution. Students who progressed to higher-level study after completing a level 1 to 3 certificate were the least likely to do so within the same institution. Across all qualification levels, students who waited longer periods of time before starting higher-level study were less likely to progress within the same institution than students progressing directly.
[image: image4.emf]0

5

10

15

20

25

Certificates 1-3 Certificates 4 Diplomas 5-7 Bachelors

Direct higher progression rate (%)

0

15

30

45

60

75

Proportion that progressed within same institution (%)

Progressed within same institution Direct higher progression

Figure 8.14:  Direct higher progression rates for domestic students who completed a qualification in 2005
Figure 8.15 shows that students who completed a diploma at a university were more likely to make a direct progression to bachelors or higher-level study than students who completed a diploma at a polytechnic. Similarly, students who went on to bachelors or higher-level study at a university were more likely to progress within the same institution than students who progressed from a polytechnic. Of the domestic students who progressed to bachelors or higher-level study in 2006 after completing a diploma at a university in 2005, 79 percent did so within the same institution, compared to 52 percent who completed a diploma at a polytechnic. 

Of course, progressing to higher-level study within an institution is dependent on that institution providing study opportunities in higher-level qualifications. Universities provide more opportunities for students to study at bachelors or higher levels. In 2006, 91 percent of all students at universities were studying at bachelors or higher levels compared to 12 percent of polytechnic students. In 2006, 16 percent of all bachelors-level students were at polytechnics, compared to 79 percent at universities. Therefore the opportunities for polytechnic students to progress to a higher level within the same institution do not exist to the same extent as for university students.
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Figure 8.15:  Direct higher progression rates for domestic students who completed a diploma in 2005 by type of provider
Similarly, Figure 8.16 shows that students who completed a bachelors-level qualification at a university and started postgraduate study in the following year were more likely to progress within the same institution than students who completed a bachelors-level qualification at a polytechnic.  This is because there are fewer opportunities for postgraduate study at polytechnics.  Just 6 percent of all postgraduate students studied at polytechnics in 2006.  Of the domestic students who progressed to postgraduate study in 2006 after completing a bachelors-level qualification at a university in 2005, 75 percent did so within the same institution. This compared to 24 percent of those who completed a bachelors-level qualification at an institute of technology or polytechnic. This gap between universities and polytechnics was larger than for higher-level progression from diploma qualifications.

Figure 8.16:  Direct higher progression rates for domestic students who completed a bachelors-level qualification in 2005 by type of provider

It is interesting to compare the higher-level progression of students who attended some of the polytechnics that have more bachelors or higher-level study provision than other polytechnics. Table 8.1 below compares four of these polytechnics with the Auckland University of Technology, which has a lower proportion of its provision at bachelors or higher-level study than other universities.  Table 8.1 shows that students who completed a diploma in these polytechnics progress directly to higher-level study at a similar rate to students from the Auckland University of Technology. While, on average, students may be more likely to progress within a university than within a polytechnic, at polytechnics with a higher than average provision of bachelors or higher-level study, progression at these levels is very similar to the Auckland University of Technology.

Table 8.1:  Range of provision and direct higher progression rates at selected institutions

	Institution
	Percentage of students in bachelors or higher-level  study in 2006
	Percentage of students progressing to bachelors or higher-level study after completing a diploma in 2005
	Percentage of students who progressed within the same institution after completing a diploma in 2005

	Unitec New Zealand
	37
	30
	78

	Universal College of Learning
	23
	22
	83

	Eastern Institute of Technology
	18
	19
	75

	Waikato Institute of Technology
	15
	19
	80

	Polytechnic average
	11
	20
	52

	Auckland University of Technology
	64
	30
	80

	University average
	91
	23
	79


So is there an association between the direct higher-level progression rate for an institution and the amount of higher-level provision at that institution? That is, are students more likely to progress into higher-level study if they can do so within the institution at which they have already completed a qualification? Also, do some students who cannot progress into bachelors-level study at the polytechnic at which they completed their diploma decide that it is not worth undertaking further study at another provider?
Figure 8.17 gives a graphical representation, using a scatter plot, of the association between the proportion of students undertaking bachelors or higher-level study at an institution and the direct higher progression rate at that institution. The graph shows that an increase in the provision of bachelors or higher-level study at an institution did not lead to an increase in the direct higher progression rate. This finding is supported by a Pearson correlation coefficient that suggests a very weak association.

Figure 8.17:  Association between the proportion of students undertaking bachelors or higher-level study and the direct higher progression rate for students who completed a diploma at institutions
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Note: This graph includes all universities and polytechnics except for three institutions for which a direct higher-level progression rate for students who completed a diploma was unable to be calculated due to low numbers.
Younger students
Figure 8.18 shows that younger students were more likely progress directly into higher-level study after completing a diploma than older students. While students aged less than 18 years were the most likely to progress directly within the same institution, students aged between 18 and 24 years were less likely to do so than older students. This is likely to be because younger students have more opportunity to move away from home to further their studies than older students, who may be tied to a region by, for example, work and family. In regions where polytechnics offer the only local tertiary education provision, many older students may have no option but to continue their studies within the same institution.

Figure 8.18:  Direct higher progression rates for domestic students who completed a diploma in 2005 by age group
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Note: Age is taken from the year at which the student progressed into further study.
Progression refers to continuation of tertiary study by students after they have completed a tertiary qualification. 


Progression is classified into three types: students’ progression to a higher qualification level; continuation of study at the same level as the qualification the students have completed; and students’ continuation of study at a lower qualification level.  


Direct progression refers to a student’s enrolment in further study in the year following completion of a qualification. This article mainly concentrates on direct progression to a higher qualification level but also refers to progression over longer time periods.
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