Stand-downs and suspensions in the Wellington region - 2003.

Reporting Period
The data for this report was generated from the Ministry of Education Stand-down and Suspension database to 31 December 2003.  It accounts for all stand-down and suspension decisions reported to the Ministry in the period 1 January to 31 December 2003.

Stand-downs

A stand-down is the formal removal of a student from school, for a specified period, by a school principal.  Stand-downs of a student can total no more than 5 school days in any term, or 10 days in a school year.  Parents can request a meeting to discuss the stand-down with the principal.  Following a stand-down, students return automatically to school.

Total stand-downs

Total number of students stood-down
1517

Total number of stand-down cases
1803

Stand-down rate per 1,000 students
24

The remaining tables are prepared using case data.

Age of students stood-down

Age
Number of cases
Rate/1000

5
<5
1

6
5
1

7
6
1

8
17
3

9
38
6

10
49
8

11
65
11

12
113
18

13
426
69

14
513
87

15
346
62

16
153
33

17
51
15

18
14
18

19
<5
5

20
<5
25

Total
1803
24

Stand-downs by gender


Cases
Rate/1000

Female

557
15

Male
1246
32

Total
1803
24

Stand-downs by ethnic grouping


Number of cases
Rate/1000

Chinese
8
5

Cook Island Maori
38
36

Fijian
<5
7

Indian
7
4

Niuean
18
110

New Zealand European/Pakeha
818
18

New Zealand Maori

687
49

Other
30
12

Other Asian
16
18

Other European
11
6

Other Pasifika
<5
8

Samoan
128
28

South East Asian
<5
3

Tokelauan
21
24

Tongan
13
31

Total
1803
24

Reasons for stand-downs


Cases

Alcohol
89

Arson

21

Continual Disobedience
416

Drugs (including substance abuse)

73

Other harmful or dangerous behaviour
138

Physical assault on other students
408

Physical assault on staff
42

Sexual harassment
5

Sexual misconduct
11

Smoking
43

Theft

91

Vandalism
45

Verbal assault on other students
32

Verbal assault on staff

361

Weapons
28

Total
1803

Stand-downs by school type


Cases
Rate/1000

Composite
<5
6

Contributing
80
4

Full Primary
161
7

Intermediate
57
9

Secondary (Y7-15)
124
37

Secondary(Y9-15)
1378
58

Total

1803
24

Stand-downs by school decile

Decile
Cases
Rate/1000

1
72
19

2
314
52

3
168
35

4
163
35

5
95
20

6
105
24

7
341
34

8
149
18

9
314
24

10
80
5

Not eligible
<5
15

Total
1803
24

Suspensions

Suspension is the formal removal of a student from school until the Board of Trustees decides the outcome at a suspension meeting. Following a suspension the Board may decide to lift the suspension (with or without conditions), extend the suspension, or, for the most serious cases, either exclude or expel the student. Only students aged 16 (the age at which compulsory schooling ends) or over may be expelled.

Total suspensions

Total number of students suspended
416

Total number of suspension cases
450

Suspension rate per 1,000 students
6

The remaining tables are prepared using case data.

Age of suspended students

Age
Number of cases
Rate/1000

6
<5
0

9
<5
0

10
8
1

11
10
2

12
21
3

13
94
15

14
146
25

15
108
19

16
35
7

17
19
5

18
<5
4

19
<5
5

Total
450
6

Suspensions by gender


Cases
Rate/1000

Female

125
3

Male

325
8

Total

450
6

Suspensions by ethnic grouping

Number of cases
Rate/1000

Chinese
5
3

Cook Island Maori
9
9

Indian
<5
1

Niuean
<5
12

New Zealand European/Pakeha
176
4

New Zealand Maori

195
14

Other
8
3

Other Asian
5
6

Other European
6
3

Samoan
35
8

South East Asian
<5
2

Tokelauan
5
6

Tongan
<5
2

Total
450
6

Reasons for suspensions


Cases

Alcohol
6

Arson

<5

Continual Disobedience
106

Drugs (including substance abuse)

129

Other harmful or dangerous behaviour
40

Physical assault on other students
47

Physical assault on staff
20

Sexual misconduct

<5

Theft
42

Vandalism
11

Verbal assault on other students
<5

Verbal assault on staff

30

Weapons
12

Total

450

Suspensions by school type


Cases
Rate/1000

Composite
<5
6

Contributing
6
0

Full Primary
25
1

Intermediate
9
1

Secondary (Y7-15)
25
8

Secondary (Y9-15)
382
16

Total

450
6

Suspensions by school decile

Decile
Cases
Rate/1000

1
17
4

2
66
11

3
29
6

4
79
17

5
43
9

6
12
3

7
97
10

8
38
5

9
55
4

10
14
1

Total
450
6

Board of Trustee decisions

Suspension type
Number

Lift without conditions
9

Lift with conditions
208

Extend

84

Exclude
124

Expel

11

Not yet input
14

Total
450

