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1 HIGHLIGHTS

This report presents new information from the 2008 enrolment data collections
provided to the Ministry of Education by tertiary education providers. Topics covered
include: place of study, choice of provider, qualifications taken, field of study, age, the
ethnic groups of students and learners and other important characteristics of people
undertaking tertiary education study. A supporting set of analytical tables is available
from the Education Counts website: www.educationcounts.govt.nz.

In 2008, there were 460,000 students
enrolled in formal tertiary studywith
tertiary education providers.

Formal enrolments (including inter-
national students) fell by 4.8 percent
from 2007 to 2008, although in terms of
equivalent full-time student units the
decrease was smaller — down by 1.1
percent to 266,000.

Domestic enrolments (excluding
international students) fell by a greater
amount — down by 5.2 percent to
421,000 enrolments. Level 1 to 4
certificate enrolments decreased by 11
percent and graduate certificate and
diploma enrolments by 3.8 percent.
Partially offsetting these falls was a 1.7
percent increase in enrolments in
bachelors degrees and also smaller
increases in postgraduate study and level
5 to 7 diplomas.

The amount of study undertaken by
domestic students decreased from 2007
to 2008 by 0.9 percent or 2,270

equivalent full-time student units to

238,000.

For the third consecutive year, the
balance in domestic enrolments shifted
from the lowest level qualifications
(certificates 13) to higher-level gqualifi-
cations (level 410). In 2008, level 1 to
3 certificates accounted for 25 percent of
enrolments in terms of equivalent full-
time student units, compared to 28
percent in 2005.

@tistics used in this report:

The number of international students
remained stable from 2007 to 2008
although in terms of the amount of
study, international equivalent full-time
student units declined by 2.7 percent. In
contrast, international equivalent full-
time student units increased from 2007
to 2008 for graduate certificates and
diplomas by 51 percent, for masters by
11 percent and for doctorates by 30
percent.

Enrolments in courses of less than one
week’s duration fell from 2007 by 64
percent to 22,100 in 2008. This was due
to a fall in health and occupational
safety courses in 2008Non-formal
tertiary enrolments fell by 6.0 percent
from 2007 to 83,300, but part of the
decline is due to administrative changes:
non-formal tertiary education is now
funded through a separate adult and
community education funding pool.

~

Formal enrolments include domestic and
international student enrolments. Domestic
enrolments are those made by New
Zealand residents. International enrolments
are those made by overseas students.

Equivalent full-time student (EFTS)

The equivalent full-time student unit is a
measure or ‘size’ of each student’s
enrolment. One equivalent full-time student
unit represents the load taken by a student
enrolled full-time for one year. Part-time
study years are expressed as proportions of
an EFTS, for example, 0.75 EFTS. The
equivalent full-time student count is the sum

Qhe EFTS units for a year. /

Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary
education provider in formal qualifications of more than one
week’s duration. Formal learning in the workplace is not
included in these figures.
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2 ENROLMENTS OVERVIEW

The number of enrolments in formal study decredsech 2007 to 2008 by 4.8 percent to
460,000 Since 2005, formal enrolments have declined by@gpmately 3 percent per year. In
2008, the main contributor to the overall decraagermal enrolments was the fall in domestic
enrolments in level 1 to 4 certificates. Figure dlow shows total and bachelors-degree
enrolments for international students (left-hardkyiand domestic students (right-hand side) as
well domestic enrolments in level 1 to 4 certifest

Figure 1
Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level
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The number of domestic enrolments in formal studgrdased from 2007 to 2008 by 5.2
percent to 421,000. Since 2005, domestic enrolneeteeased, on average, by 2.8 percent per
year due mainly to falls in enrolments in levebMtcertificates.

From 2005 to 2008, the number of domestic leveb 13 tcertificate enrolments averaged a
decrease of 7.3 percent per year. In 2005, there #@5,000 domestic certificate enrolments at
level 1 to 3 and by 2008 the number had fallen 84,000. Over the same period, level 4
certificate enrolments by domestic students alswedesed by 4.1 percent, on average, per year.
In 2008, there were 65,200 enrolments in levelrtifamtes.

Partially offsetting the decline from 2007 and 2008lomestic enrolments, were increases in
the number of students in bachelors degrees abdbg blip’ generation (18 to 19 year-olds)
continued to move from school into tertiary edumatiAdditionally, the number of 20 to 24
year-olds in bachelors degrees increased. In 2D@8 were 129,000 domestic enrolments at
bachelors level and 35,400 enrolments in postgtadtady.

Data in this report and the statistical tables has been revised back to 2003 as tertiary education organisations are now able to submit
updates for previous years as part of the information collections provided to the Ministry.
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Declines in the number of international studentgehalso contributed to the overall fall in
formal enrolments in recent years, although fron®72Q@o 2008, international enrolments
remained stable at 39,800. While there was a stgmif fall in international enrolments in
bachelors degrees in 2008, this was almost entrfédet by increased enrolments at every other
qualification level except level 1 to 3 certificate

From 2005 to 2008, international enrolments in bémis degrees and level 5 to 7 diploma
qualifications decreased and, from 2003 to 200grmational enrolments in level 1 to 4

certificates and graduate certificates and diplomias declined. Before 2003, international
enrolments had grown quickly at almost every gicalfon level. For example, international

enrolments in bachelors degrees averaged an ircofas/er 20 percent per year from 1998 to
2003. International enrolments in doctoral studyeheontinued to increase, growing at a rate of
15 percent per year, on average, between 1998G081 2

A shift in formal enrolments from lower- to highlewvel qualifications can be seen in Figure 2.
Comparing 2005 with 2008, enrolments at bachekrslihave increased as a proportion of all
formal enrolments, up from 30 percent to 32 percehile level 1 to 3 certificates decreased,
proportionately, from 42 percent to 37 percent. pheportions in level 5 to 7 diplomas and
postgraduate study increased, up from 15 perceb6 tpercent and 7.5 percent to 9.0 percent,
respectively. The proportion in level 4 certificaifeas remained unchanged at 15 percent since
2005.

Figure 2
Percentage of all formal enrolments by qualification level
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Table 1

Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level

Domestic formal International formal Total formal
enrolments enrolments enrolments
2007 2008 % 2007 2008 % 2007 2008 %

Certificates 1-3

Certificates 4

Diplomas 5-7

Bachelors degrees

Graduate certs/dips

Honours, postgrad. certs/dips
Masters

Doctorates

Total

In contrast to the recent declines in provider-das@olments, workplace learning continued to
grow strongly. From 2005 to 2006, the number ofrlees in industry training rose by 8.1

percent and from 2006 to 2007 the increase wagérbent. Early indications are that the
number of workplace learners will remain at aro@86,000 for the 2008 year.

3 SHIFT TO HIGHER-LEVEL STUDY CONTINUES

The proportion of younger people — students undeyears of age — enrolled in bachelors
degrees has increased since 2005. From 2007 tq 2@groportion of domestic under 25 year-
olds studying bachelors degrees increased a futtl?epercentage points to reach 45 percent
(Figure 3). These increases coincide with the ‘baliy’ generation moving from school to
tertiary education. Another factor likely to hawetieased the participation of younger people in
tertiary education is the increase in school sttglemo gain credits in NCEA.

From 2005 to 2007, the unemployment rate was ngelofalling, having stabilised at around
3.5 percent. In 2008, when the New Zealand econoomtracted, the unemployment rate
increased, moving up to approximately 4 percené Whakening of the labour market will have
reduced access to employment for younger people mator low-level qualifications and this
may be responsible for the lift in their recenttiggpation in tertiary education. Study of level 4
to 7 non-degree qualifications by under 25 yeasdhitreased from 2007 to 2008 by 1.2
percent.

Before 2005 — at a time when the New Zealand ecgriaoreased in size — the proportion of
younger students in bachelors degrees declinedilstdeom 53 percent in 1998 down to 41
percent in 2005. In contrast, the proportions ofinger students in level 1 to 4 certificate
qualifications increased from 39 percent in 19989@ercent in 2005.
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Figure 3
Percentage of domestic students under 25 years of age in formal study by qualification level
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As would be expected, a very different picture &xieor domestic students aged 25 years or
over. While the proportion of these students inhiedars degrees did increase from 2007 to
2008 by 1.2 percentage points, study at this lesptesented only 16 percent of total formal
study undertaken by this group. From 1998 to 2@@& proportion of students aged 25 years or
over studying bachelors degrees also decreasedicagtly from 28 percent to 15 percent.
These decreases coincided with the period of streegnomic growth and falling
unemployment,

Contrasts between the two broad age groups weseapfzarent for lower-level certificate study
(levels 1 to 3). The proportion of under 25 yeatsoin lower-level certificate study decreased
from a high of 36 percent in 2005 to 29 percer2008. For students aged 25 years or over the
proportion in lower-level certificates also deceh®ver the same period but people aged 25
years or over had a much larger proportion studyawger-level certificates — 51 percent in
2005 and 46 percent in 2008. Certificate study grapidly between 1998 and 2005 and the
growing number of New Zealanders aged 40 to 65syd@arthe population was the main
contributor to this upward movement in lower-legettificate study.

The proportion of younger students enrolled in ledecertificates was 13 percent of total
enrolments in 2008, while for students aged 25s/earver this was 17 percent. Over the last
10 years, the proportion of younger people studjewgl 4 certificates more than doubled and
for students aged 25 years or over the proportidually trebled.

The proportion of students aged 25 years or ovégvial 5 to 7 diplomas increased from 2007
to 2008 by 1.5 percentage points, while it remaimechanged for younger students.

The proportion of under 25 year-olds in postgradsiidy was 6.5 percent in 2008 and it has
been around this level for some time. Enrolmenisastgraduate study by people aged 25 years
or over have risen in recent years and the prapodf domestic students in this level of study
increased from 2007 to 2008 by approximately 1 grge point to 9.8 percent.
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Figure 4
Percentage of domestic students aged 25 years or over in formal study by qualification level
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4 EQUIVALENT FULL-TIME STUDENT UNITS

When the formal enrolments were converted into vajent full-time student units, these
showed a decline of 1.1 percent from 269,000 in72@0266,000 in 2008. The decrease since
2005 in the amount of study, in terms of the nundfeequivalent full-time student units, has
not been as strong as the decline in enrolmentseS005, equivalent full-time student units in
formal qualifications declined, on average, by@etcent per year (Figure 5).

About three-quarters of the 2008 downward movernreeguivalent full-time students was due
to a decline in domestic study. Domestic equiviaiielirtime student units decreased from 2007
to 2008 by 0.9 percent to 238,000. Study of lovesel certificates by domestic students fell by
2,900 equivalent full-time student units to 59,080d level 4 certificates fell by 1,320
equivalent full-time student units to 27,100. Stumydomestic students of bachelors degrees
increased by 1,870 equivalent full-time studentauto 93,100 but this increase, together with a
smaller increase in postgraduate study, did ndy faffset the decline in the amount of
certificate study.

In 2008, there were 4,910 domestic equivalenttfie students in graduate certificates and
diplomas and another 23,300 in postgraduate study.

Study undertaken by international students fell2b¥ percent from 2007 to 2008 in terms of
equivalent full-time student units — down by 7732&000. Study by international students at
bachelors level decreased in 2008 by 2,480 equivéld-time student units. Two-thirds of this
decrease in bachelors-level study was offset byeases in international study at every
qualification level except honours degrees andgoaduate certificates and diplomas. From
2007 to 2008, the biggest increases in internatieqaivalent full-time student units were
recorded for graduate certificates and diplomadyypl percent to 1,020, doctoral study up by
30 percent to 1,840 and level 4 certificates ug®ypercent to 2,420.
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Figure 5
All formal student enrolments and equivalent full-time student units
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5 ENROLMENTS BY PROVIDER TYPE

All provider types had decreases in 2008 in the emof formal student enrolments. At
universities the number of enrolments declined by Percent to 169,000. Enrolments at
w nanga fell by 4.7 percent to 40,300. The inst#uwiétechnology and polytechnics had the
biggest decline in enrolments between 2007 and 2088wn by 8.9 percent to 197,000. At
private training establishments enrolments felbl® percent from 2007 to 2008 to 74,000.

The wnanga and private training establishments wereotilg two provider types in 2008
where the overall amount of study increased in $eofmequivalent full-time student units. The
increase was small in each provider type — 380vedpnt full-time student units. This number
converted to a 1.7 percent increase for th@amga and a 0.9 percent increase for private
training establishments.

In the wnanga the increase in equivalent full-time studerits was mainly in level 1 to 3
certificates and a smaller increase in the amotistualy of level 5 to 7 diplomas. In private
training establishments the main increase in edgem¢dull-time student units was for level 5 to
7 diplomas with smaller increases in the amounstatly of bachelors degrees and graduate
certificates and diplomas. The trend in equivafatitime student units by provider type from
1998 to 2008 is shown in Figure 6.

Tertiary education enrolments — 2008 Ministry of Education 7



Figure 6
Equivalent full-time students in formal study by provider type and qualification level
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6 GENDER

In 2008, there were 233,000 domestic formal enrotsienade by women and 188,000 by men.
Since 1998, the overall growth rate in the numbeemrolments for each gender has been
similar (5 percent, on average per yedr).

From 2007 to 2008, the number of domestic enrolmdetreased for both genders. The main
driver of these decreases was the decline in eerubrnn level 1 to 4 certificates. Enrolments
declined in level 1 to 3 certificates by 7,350 female students and by 15,300 for male
students. In 2008, there were 84,600 women enrafieldwer-level certificate courses and
79,800 men.

The decline in level 4 certificates from 2007 td®&0vas 2,470 for female students and 2,310
for male students. In 2008, there were 32,100 woemnlled in level 4 certificate courses and
33,200 men.

There was also a small decline in graduate ceaté and diplomas from 2007 to 2008. The
decrease for female students was 310 and for nifadedecline was smaller at 156. In 2008,
there were 7,750 women enrolled in graduate cemtdis and diplomas and 4,040 men.
Similarly, study at masters level declined sligtitly both men and women from 2007 to 2008.
There were 6,110 women in masters study in 2008188&8D men.

% This section covers domestic students only.
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Figure 7
Annual change in the number of domestic formally-enrolled students by gender

25000 -
20000 -
15000 -
10000 -
5000 -
0

-5000 -

Annual change in enrolments

-10000 -

SAB000 § -

-20000 -
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

The number of women enrolled in doctoral studiesaased from 2007 to 2008 by 123, while
for male students, doctoral enrolments remainetlestaln 2008, there were 2,550 women
enrolled in doctoral study and 2,210 men.

Bachelors-level enrolments increased for both genffem 2007 to 2008. There were 71,700
female students enrolled in bachelors degrees @801on 2007) and 45,300 male students (up
691 on 2007).

There were small increases in enrolments for betidgrs in level 5 to 7 diplomas and honours
degrees and postgraduate certificates and dipldm&€08, there were 38,900 women studying
at diploma level and 11,500 in honours degreespasthraduate certificates and diplomas. The
corresponding numbers for men were 24,700 and 9,200

Figure 8
Domestic enrolments in 2008 by gender and qualification level
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7/  MORE ENROLMENTS BY PASIFIKA STUDENTS

Pasifika students were the only ethnic group toease their enrolments in formal study from
2007 to 2008 — up by 2.1 percent. This followsramréase of 7.7 percent in Pasifika enrolments
in 2007, when enrolments by the other ethnic grdsps Table 2) also decreased. The latest
increase in Pasifika enrolments was 658 of which w&re made by domestic students and 143
were international.

Between 1998 and 2003, the proportion of Asian esttsl undertaking formal tertiary study
more than doubled. This increase was mainly du¢héostrong growth in the number of
international students, three-quarters of whom weaséan. Five years later, in 2008, the
proportion of Asian students has declined somewbaad result of the decrease in the number
international students and also because the Asihnicegroup as a proportion of total
international students has become smaller (66 pgrd@etween 1998 and 2008, the proportion
of domestic Asian students increased by 3.3 pesigenpoints to 12 percent of total domestic
formal students.

The increase from 2003 to 2008 in the number ofekiim Pasifika and Asian students has led
to a decrease in the proportion of &fi students. The proportion of domestic dvi students
was 22 percent in 2003 and 19 percent in 2008 €Tahl In 1998, the proportion of Mri
students was lower at 13 percent.dvl students have the highest participation rateeitiary
education of all the ethnic groups at around 18gqr This compares with a participation rate
of 12 percent for Europeans, 14 percent for Asants12 percent for Pasifika.

Europeans are the largest ethnic group among dsudhen as proportion of total enrolments
their percentage has fallen from 67 percent in 1898l percent in 2008.

Table 2
Percentage of all formal students by ethnic group

1998 2003 2008

Percentage
European
M ori
Pasifika

Asian

Other

Note: Students are counted in each group they identify with.

Table 3
Percentage of domestic formal students by ethnic group

1998 2003 2008

Percentage
European
M ori
Pasifika
Asian

Other

Note: Students are counted in each group they identify with.
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8 TOP FIELD OF STUDY: LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

Over the last five years the study of language laathture has been the top narrow ffetd
study for both domestic and international studdnt008, almost 8 percent of all study was in
this field in terms of equivalent full-time studamtits. The proportion of international students
studying language and literature in 2008 was, hewnesonsiderably bigger at 14 percent than
the proportion of domestic students in this fietd7& percent. Also, from 2007 to 2008, the
study of language and literature by domestic stisdelecreased by 8.3 percent, while for
international students the number of equivalenitfole student units increased by 14 percent.

The next most common narrow field of study in 2G08 both domestic and international
students was business and management. In 200§ercént of all study was in this field.
Again, there was a considerable difference betw#en proportions of international and
domestic students in this field. Thirteen perceninternational students studied business and
management in 2008 compared to 7.0 percent of dassdents. The proportion of domestic
students in the field of business and managemenbéean stable in recent years and the number
of domestic equivalent full-time student units e&sed by 1.9 percent from 2007 to 2008. In
contrast, the proportion of international studentdusiness and management study has been
decreasing in recent years. From 2007 to 2008 dingbar of international equivalent full-time
student units fell by 7.8 percent, due mainly te tecent decline in international students in
bachelors degrees.

The third most common narrow field of study in 2088s teacher education for domestic
students at 5.4 percent and for international stisd# was accountancy at 4.4 percent. From
third place onwards, the field-of-study rankings domestic and international students diverge.
The only other field in common in the top 10 in 80@as the biological sciences. Almost 3
percent of domestic equivalent full-time studentaiwere in the field of biological sciences in
2008 and this proportion has been stable in regeats. The proportion of international
students studying biological sciences has beemasimg in recent years and in 2008 it was 3.5
percent of the total international equivalent tidhe student units. From 2007 to 2008, the
number international equivalent full-time studemts biological sciences increased by 5.4
percent.

In 2008, the top 10 narrow fields of study accodrfta 43 percent of all domestic study. The
other fields in the top 10 for domestic studentsenstudies in human society; office studies;
law; nursing; building; and communication and mestiadies. Another 20 percent of domestic
equivalent full-time student units were in the nkighest 10 fields of study with 37 percent of
domestic enrolments spread across the remainirfigld8 of study.

International students had 55 percent of equivdightime student units studying the top 10

narrow fields of study in 2008. The other fieldstihe top 10 for international students were:
computer science; food and hospitality; informat®ystems; economics and econometrics;
banking, finance and related fields; and salesraarketing. International students also had 20
percent of equivalent full-time student units i thext highest 10 fields of study, leaving only
26 percent of international enrolments spread adtwsremaining 50 fields of study.

* Data on the 70 narrow fields of study is now aatali from 2001 onwards.
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New Zealand's formal tertiary education students by selected characteristics

" # " #
! # #
$ ! # #
% & # #
$ % & !
(
' # #
' # #
(% # #
y*r & # #
+ . % # #
- % & , % # #
& # #
( & # #
$# #
/0 # #
0 # #
0 # #
0 # #
0 1 # #
)*
! # #
# #
+
28 & # #
) & # #
* # #
* 0 # #
3 # #
) & # #
24 # #
5 & # #
' # #
6 0 # #
/1 # #
* 808% 0 * # #
&
9 & # #
< %1 # #
1 & < * # #
! 0 # #
I % 0 # #
: 0 # #
. % 0 # #
- #
%
5 %

! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register
of Quality Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for
students who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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New Zealand's domestic formal tertiary education st udents by selected characteristics
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! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register of Quality
Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for

students who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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New Zealand's international formal tertiary educati  on students by selected characteristics
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! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register of Quality
Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for students
who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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1 HIGHLIGHTS

This report presents new information from the 2008 enrolment data collections
provided to the Ministry of Education by tertiary education providers. Topics covered
include: place of study, choice of provider, qualifications taken, field of study, age, the
ethnic groups of students and learners and other important characteristics of people
undertaking tertiary education study. A supporting set of analytical tables is available
from the Education Counts website: www.educationcounts.govt.nz.

In 2008, there were 460,000 students
enrolled in formal tertiary studywith
tertiary education providers.

Formal enrolments (including inter-
national students) fell by 4.8 percent
from 2007 to 2008, although in terms of
equivalent full-time student units the
decrease was smaller — down by 1.1
percent to 266,000.

Domestic enrolments (excluding
international students) fell by a greater
amount — down by 5.2 percent to
421,000 enrolments. Level 1 to 4
certificate enrolments decreased by 11
percent and graduate certificate and
diploma enrolments by 3.8 percent.
Partially offsetting these falls was a 1.7
percent increase in enrolments in
bachelors degrees and also smaller
increases in postgraduate study and level
5 to 7 diplomas.

The amount of study undertaken by
domestic students decreased from 2007
to 2008 by 0.9 percent or 2,270

equivalent full-time student units to

238,000.

For the third consecutive year, the
balance in domestic enrolments shifted
from the lowest level qualifications
(certificates 13) to higher-level gqualifi-
cations (level 410). In 2008, level 1 to
3 certificates accounted for 25 percent of
enrolments in terms of equivalent full-
time student units, compared to 28
percent in 2005.

@tistics used in this report:

The number of international students
remained stable from 2007 to 2008
although in terms of the amount of
study, international equivalent full-time
student units declined by 2.7 percent. In
contrast, international equivalent full-
time student units increased from 2007
to 2008 for graduate certificates and
diplomas by 51 percent, for masters by
11 percent and for doctorates by 30
percent.

Enrolments in courses of less than one
week’s duration fell from 2007 by 64
percent to 22,100 in 2008. This was due
to a fall in health and occupational
safety courses in 2008Non-formal
tertiary enrolments fell by 6.0 percent
from 2007 to 83,300, but part of the
decline is due to administrative changes:
non-formal tertiary education is now
funded through a separate adult and
community education funding pool.

~

Formal enrolments include domestic and
international student enrolments. Domestic
enrolments are those made by New
Zealand residents. International enrolments
are those made by overseas students.

Equivalent full-time student (EFTS)

The equivalent full-time student unit is a
measure or ‘size’ of each student’s
enrolment. One equivalent full-time student
unit represents the load taken by a student
enrolled full-time for one year. Part-time
study years are expressed as proportions of
an EFTS, for example, 0.75 EFTS. The
equivalent full-time student count is the sum

Qhe EFTS units for a year. /

Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary
education provider in formal qualifications of more than one
week’s duration. Formal learning in the workplace is not
included in these figures.

Tertiary education enrolments — 2008 Ministry of Education 1



2 ENROLMENTS OVERVIEW

The number of enrolments in formal study decredsech 2007 to 2008 by 4.8 percent to
460,000 Since 2005, formal enrolments have declined by@gpmately 3 percent per year. In
2008, the main contributor to the overall decraagermal enrolments was the fall in domestic
enrolments in level 1 to 4 certificates. Figure dlow shows total and bachelors-degree
enrolments for international students (left-hardkyiand domestic students (right-hand side) as
well domestic enrolments in level 1 to 4 certifest

Figure 1
Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level
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The number of domestic enrolments in formal studgrdased from 2007 to 2008 by 5.2
percent to 421,000. Since 2005, domestic enrolneeteeased, on average, by 2.8 percent per
year due mainly to falls in enrolments in levebMtcertificates.

From 2005 to 2008, the number of domestic leveb 13 tcertificate enrolments averaged a
decrease of 7.3 percent per year. In 2005, there #@5,000 domestic certificate enrolments at
level 1 to 3 and by 2008 the number had fallen 84,000. Over the same period, level 4
certificate enrolments by domestic students alswedesed by 4.1 percent, on average, per year.
In 2008, there were 65,200 enrolments in levelrtifamtes.

Partially offsetting the decline from 2007 and 2008lomestic enrolments, were increases in
the number of students in bachelors degrees abdbg blip’ generation (18 to 19 year-olds)
continued to move from school into tertiary edumatiAdditionally, the number of 20 to 24
year-olds in bachelors degrees increased. In 2D@8 were 129,000 domestic enrolments at
bachelors level and 35,400 enrolments in postgtadtady.

Data in this report and the statistical tables has been revised back to 2003 as tertiary education organisations are now able to submit
updates for previous years as part of the information collections provided to the Ministry.
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Declines in the number of international studentgehalso contributed to the overall fall in
formal enrolments in recent years, although fron®72Q@o 2008, international enrolments
remained stable at 39,800. While there was a stgmif fall in international enrolments in
bachelors degrees in 2008, this was almost entrfédet by increased enrolments at every other
qualification level except level 1 to 3 certificate

From 2005 to 2008, international enrolments in bémis degrees and level 5 to 7 diploma
qualifications decreased and, from 2003 to 200grmational enrolments in level 1 to 4

certificates and graduate certificates and diplomias declined. Before 2003, international
enrolments had grown quickly at almost every gicalfon level. For example, international

enrolments in bachelors degrees averaged an ircofas/er 20 percent per year from 1998 to
2003. International enrolments in doctoral studyeheontinued to increase, growing at a rate of
15 percent per year, on average, between 1998G081 2

A shift in formal enrolments from lower- to highlewvel qualifications can be seen in Figure 2.
Comparing 2005 with 2008, enrolments at bachekrslihave increased as a proportion of all
formal enrolments, up from 30 percent to 32 percehile level 1 to 3 certificates decreased,
proportionately, from 42 percent to 37 percent. pheportions in level 5 to 7 diplomas and
postgraduate study increased, up from 15 perceb6 tpercent and 7.5 percent to 9.0 percent,
respectively. The proportion in level 4 certificaifeas remained unchanged at 15 percent since
2005.

Figure 2
Percentage of all formal enrolments by qualification level
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Table 1

Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level

Domestic formal International formal Total formal
enrolments enrolments enrolments
2007 2008 % 2007 2008 % 2007 2008 %

Certificates 1-3

Certificates 4

Diplomas 5-7

Bachelors degrees

Graduate certs/dips

Honours, postgrad. certs/dips
Masters

Doctorates

Total

In contrast to the recent declines in provider-das@olments, workplace learning continued to
grow strongly. From 2005 to 2006, the number ofrlees in industry training rose by 8.1

percent and from 2006 to 2007 the increase wagérbent. Early indications are that the
number of workplace learners will remain at aro@86,000 for the 2008 year.

3 SHIFT TO HIGHER-LEVEL STUDY CONTINUES

The proportion of younger people — students undeyears of age — enrolled in bachelors
degrees has increased since 2005. From 2007 tq 2@groportion of domestic under 25 year-
olds studying bachelors degrees increased a futtl?epercentage points to reach 45 percent
(Figure 3). These increases coincide with the ‘baliy’ generation moving from school to
tertiary education. Another factor likely to hawetieased the participation of younger people in
tertiary education is the increase in school sttglemo gain credits in NCEA.

From 2005 to 2007, the unemployment rate was ngelofalling, having stabilised at around
3.5 percent. In 2008, when the New Zealand econoomtracted, the unemployment rate
increased, moving up to approximately 4 percené Whakening of the labour market will have
reduced access to employment for younger people mator low-level qualifications and this
may be responsible for the lift in their recenttiggpation in tertiary education. Study of level 4
to 7 non-degree qualifications by under 25 yeasdhitreased from 2007 to 2008 by 1.2
percent.

Before 2005 — at a time when the New Zealand ecgriaoreased in size — the proportion of
younger students in bachelors degrees declinedilstdeom 53 percent in 1998 down to 41
percent in 2005. In contrast, the proportions ofinger students in level 1 to 4 certificate
qualifications increased from 39 percent in 19989@ercent in 2005.

4 Tertiary education enrolments — 2008  Ministry of Education



Figure 3
Percentage of domestic students under 25 years of age in formal study by qualification level
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As would be expected, a very different picture &xieor domestic students aged 25 years or
over. While the proportion of these students inhiedars degrees did increase from 2007 to
2008 by 1.2 percentage points, study at this lesptesented only 16 percent of total formal
study undertaken by this group. From 1998 to 2@@& proportion of students aged 25 years or
over studying bachelors degrees also decreasedicagtly from 28 percent to 15 percent.
These decreases coincided with the period of streegnomic growth and falling
unemployment,

Contrasts between the two broad age groups weseapfzarent for lower-level certificate study
(levels 1 to 3). The proportion of under 25 yeatsoin lower-level certificate study decreased
from a high of 36 percent in 2005 to 29 percer2008. For students aged 25 years or over the
proportion in lower-level certificates also deceh®ver the same period but people aged 25
years or over had a much larger proportion studyawger-level certificates — 51 percent in
2005 and 46 percent in 2008. Certificate study grapidly between 1998 and 2005 and the
growing number of New Zealanders aged 40 to 65syd@arthe population was the main
contributor to this upward movement in lower-legettificate study.

The proportion of younger students enrolled in ledecertificates was 13 percent of total
enrolments in 2008, while for students aged 25s/earver this was 17 percent. Over the last
10 years, the proportion of younger people studjewgl 4 certificates more than doubled and
for students aged 25 years or over the proportidually trebled.

The proportion of students aged 25 years or ovégvial 5 to 7 diplomas increased from 2007
to 2008 by 1.5 percentage points, while it remaimechanged for younger students.

The proportion of under 25 year-olds in postgradsiidy was 6.5 percent in 2008 and it has
been around this level for some time. Enrolmenisastgraduate study by people aged 25 years
or over have risen in recent years and the prapodf domestic students in this level of study
increased from 2007 to 2008 by approximately 1 grge point to 9.8 percent.
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Figure 4
Percentage of domestic students aged 25 years or over in formal study by qualification level
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4 EQUIVALENT FULL-TIME STUDENT UNITS

When the formal enrolments were converted into vajent full-time student units, these
showed a decline of 1.1 percent from 269,000 in72@0266,000 in 2008. The decrease since
2005 in the amount of study, in terms of the nundfeequivalent full-time student units, has
not been as strong as the decline in enrolmentseS005, equivalent full-time student units in
formal qualifications declined, on average, by@etcent per year (Figure 5).

About three-quarters of the 2008 downward movernreeguivalent full-time students was due
to a decline in domestic study. Domestic equiviaiielirtime student units decreased from 2007
to 2008 by 0.9 percent to 238,000. Study of lovesel certificates by domestic students fell by
2,900 equivalent full-time student units to 59,080d level 4 certificates fell by 1,320
equivalent full-time student units to 27,100. Stumydomestic students of bachelors degrees
increased by 1,870 equivalent full-time studentauto 93,100 but this increase, together with a
smaller increase in postgraduate study, did ndy faffset the decline in the amount of
certificate study.

In 2008, there were 4,910 domestic equivalenttfie students in graduate certificates and
diplomas and another 23,300 in postgraduate study.

Study undertaken by international students fell2b¥ percent from 2007 to 2008 in terms of
equivalent full-time student units — down by 7732&000. Study by international students at
bachelors level decreased in 2008 by 2,480 equivéld-time student units. Two-thirds of this
decrease in bachelors-level study was offset byeases in international study at every
qualification level except honours degrees andgoaduate certificates and diplomas. From
2007 to 2008, the biggest increases in internatieqaivalent full-time student units were
recorded for graduate certificates and diplomadyypl percent to 1,020, doctoral study up by
30 percent to 1,840 and level 4 certificates ug®ypercent to 2,420.
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Figure 5
All formal student enrolments and equivalent full-time student units
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5 ENROLMENTS BY PROVIDER TYPE

All provider types had decreases in 2008 in the emof formal student enrolments. At
universities the number of enrolments declined by Percent to 169,000. Enrolments at
w nanga fell by 4.7 percent to 40,300. The inst#uwiétechnology and polytechnics had the
biggest decline in enrolments between 2007 and 2088wn by 8.9 percent to 197,000. At
private training establishments enrolments felbl® percent from 2007 to 2008 to 74,000.

The wnanga and private training establishments wereotilg two provider types in 2008
where the overall amount of study increased in $eofmequivalent full-time student units. The
increase was small in each provider type — 380vedpnt full-time student units. This number
converted to a 1.7 percent increase for th@amga and a 0.9 percent increase for private
training establishments.

In the wnanga the increase in equivalent full-time studerits was mainly in level 1 to 3
certificates and a smaller increase in the amotistualy of level 5 to 7 diplomas. In private
training establishments the main increase in edgem¢dull-time student units was for level 5 to
7 diplomas with smaller increases in the amounstatly of bachelors degrees and graduate
certificates and diplomas. The trend in equivafatitime student units by provider type from
1998 to 2008 is shown in Figure 6.
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Figure 6
Equivalent full-time students in formal study by provider type and qualification level
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6 GENDER

In 2008, there were 233,000 domestic formal enrotsienade by women and 188,000 by men.
Since 1998, the overall growth rate in the numbeemrolments for each gender has been
similar (5 percent, on average per yedr).

From 2007 to 2008, the number of domestic enrolmdetreased for both genders. The main
driver of these decreases was the decline in eerubrnn level 1 to 4 certificates. Enrolments
declined in level 1 to 3 certificates by 7,350 female students and by 15,300 for male
students. In 2008, there were 84,600 women enrafieldwer-level certificate courses and
79,800 men.

The decline in level 4 certificates from 2007 td®&0vas 2,470 for female students and 2,310
for male students. In 2008, there were 32,100 woemnlled in level 4 certificate courses and
33,200 men.

There was also a small decline in graduate ceaté and diplomas from 2007 to 2008. The
decrease for female students was 310 and for nifadedecline was smaller at 156. In 2008,
there were 7,750 women enrolled in graduate cemtdis and diplomas and 4,040 men.
Similarly, study at masters level declined sligtitly both men and women from 2007 to 2008.
There were 6,110 women in masters study in 2008188&8D men.

% This section covers domestic students only.
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Figure 7
Annual change in the number of domestic formally-enrolled students by gender
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The number of women enrolled in doctoral studiesaased from 2007 to 2008 by 123, while
for male students, doctoral enrolments remainetlestaln 2008, there were 2,550 women
enrolled in doctoral study and 2,210 men.

Bachelors-level enrolments increased for both genffem 2007 to 2008. There were 71,700
female students enrolled in bachelors degrees @801on 2007) and 45,300 male students (up
691 on 2007).

There were small increases in enrolments for betidgrs in level 5 to 7 diplomas and honours
degrees and postgraduate certificates and dipldm&€08, there were 38,900 women studying
at diploma level and 11,500 in honours degreespasthraduate certificates and diplomas. The
corresponding numbers for men were 24,700 and 9,200

Figure 8
Domestic enrolments in 2008 by gender and qualification level
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7/  MORE ENROLMENTS BY PASIFIKA STUDENTS

Pasifika students were the only ethnic group toease their enrolments in formal study from
2007 to 2008 — up by 2.1 percent. This followsramréase of 7.7 percent in Pasifika enrolments
in 2007, when enrolments by the other ethnic grdsps Table 2) also decreased. The latest
increase in Pasifika enrolments was 658 of which w&re made by domestic students and 143
were international.

Between 1998 and 2003, the proportion of Asian esttsl undertaking formal tertiary study
more than doubled. This increase was mainly du¢héostrong growth in the number of
international students, three-quarters of whom weaséan. Five years later, in 2008, the
proportion of Asian students has declined somewbaad result of the decrease in the number
international students and also because the Asihnicegroup as a proportion of total
international students has become smaller (66 pgrd@etween 1998 and 2008, the proportion
of domestic Asian students increased by 3.3 pesigenpoints to 12 percent of total domestic
formal students.

The increase from 2003 to 2008 in the number ofekiim Pasifika and Asian students has led
to a decrease in the proportion of &fi students. The proportion of domestic dvi students
was 22 percent in 2003 and 19 percent in 2008 €Tahl In 1998, the proportion of Mri
students was lower at 13 percent.dvl students have the highest participation rateeitiary
education of all the ethnic groups at around 18gqr This compares with a participation rate
of 12 percent for Europeans, 14 percent for Asants12 percent for Pasifika.

Europeans are the largest ethnic group among dsudhen as proportion of total enrolments
their percentage has fallen from 67 percent in 1898l percent in 2008.

Table 2
Percentage of all formal students by ethnic group

1998 2003 2008

Percentage
European
M ori
Pasifika

Asian

Other

Note: Students are counted in each group they identify with.

Table 3
Percentage of domestic formal students by ethnic group

1998 2003 2008

Percentage
European
M ori
Pasifika
Asian

Other

Note: Students are counted in each group they identify with.
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8 TOP FIELD OF STUDY: LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

Over the last five years the study of language laathture has been the top narrow ffetd
study for both domestic and international studdnt008, almost 8 percent of all study was in
this field in terms of equivalent full-time studamtits. The proportion of international students
studying language and literature in 2008 was, hewnesonsiderably bigger at 14 percent than
the proportion of domestic students in this fietd7& percent. Also, from 2007 to 2008, the
study of language and literature by domestic stisdelecreased by 8.3 percent, while for
international students the number of equivalenitfole student units increased by 14 percent.

The next most common narrow field of study in 2G08 both domestic and international
students was business and management. In 200§ercént of all study was in this field.
Again, there was a considerable difference betw#en proportions of international and
domestic students in this field. Thirteen perceninternational students studied business and
management in 2008 compared to 7.0 percent of dassdents. The proportion of domestic
students in the field of business and managemenbéean stable in recent years and the number
of domestic equivalent full-time student units e&sed by 1.9 percent from 2007 to 2008. In
contrast, the proportion of international studentdusiness and management study has been
decreasing in recent years. From 2007 to 2008 dingbar of international equivalent full-time
student units fell by 7.8 percent, due mainly te tecent decline in international students in
bachelors degrees.

The third most common narrow field of study in 2088s teacher education for domestic
students at 5.4 percent and for international stisd# was accountancy at 4.4 percent. From
third place onwards, the field-of-study rankings domestic and international students diverge.
The only other field in common in the top 10 in 80@as the biological sciences. Almost 3
percent of domestic equivalent full-time studentaiwere in the field of biological sciences in
2008 and this proportion has been stable in regeats. The proportion of international
students studying biological sciences has beemasimg in recent years and in 2008 it was 3.5
percent of the total international equivalent tidhe student units. From 2007 to 2008, the
number international equivalent full-time studemts biological sciences increased by 5.4
percent.

In 2008, the top 10 narrow fields of study accodrfta 43 percent of all domestic study. The
other fields in the top 10 for domestic studentsenstudies in human society; office studies;
law; nursing; building; and communication and mestiadies. Another 20 percent of domestic
equivalent full-time student units were in the nkighest 10 fields of study with 37 percent of
domestic enrolments spread across the remainirfigld8 of study.

International students had 55 percent of equivdightime student units studying the top 10

narrow fields of study in 2008. The other fieldstihe top 10 for international students were:
computer science; food and hospitality; informat®ystems; economics and econometrics;
banking, finance and related fields; and salesraarketing. International students also had 20
percent of equivalent full-time student units i thext highest 10 fields of study, leaving only
26 percent of international enrolments spread adtwsremaining 50 fields of study.

* Data on the 70 narrow fields of study is now aatali from 2001 onwards.
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New Zealand's formal tertiary education students by selected characteristics
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! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register
of Quality Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for
students who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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New Zealand's domestic formal tertiary education st udents by selected characteristics
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! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register of Quality
Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for

students who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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! Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).

2 Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of 0.03 EFTS or less (one week's duration or less).

% Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register of Quality
Assured Qualifications.

Notes:

(1) The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count. The data is also not adjusted to allow for students
who do not complete their study programme.

(2) The colleges of education have merged with nearby universities over the last decade.
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