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4     Tertiary education enrolments - 2007 

EFTS  =  Equivalent  full-time student 
The equivalent full-time student (EFTS) unit is a 
measure or ‘size’ of each student’s enrolment. 
One equivalent full-time student unit represents 
the load taken by a student enrolled full-time for 
one year.  Part-time study years are expressed 
as proportions of an EFTS, for example, 0.75 
EFTS.  The equivalent full-time student count is 
the sum of the EFTS units for a year. 

This report presents new information from the 2007 enrolment data collections provided to the Ministry 
of Education by tertiary education providers.  Topics covered include: where students are studying, 
what qualifications they are taking, their field of study, their ages, the ethnic groups of students and 
learners and other important characteristics of people undertaking tertiary education study. A 
supporting set of analytical tables is available from the Education Counts website:  
www.educationcounts.govt.nz. 
 
Highlights 
 
⎯ In 2007, there were 484,000 students enrolled 

in formal tertiary study1 at providers.  
⎯ Formal enrolments fell by 1.5 percent from 

2006 to 2007, but in terms of equivalent full-
time student units the decrease from 2006 to 
2007 was smaller – down by 0.4 percent to 
269,000. 

⎯ Domestic enrolments fell by a lesser amount – 
down by 1.0 percent to 444,000 enrolments.  A 
7.7 percent fall in lower-level certificate 
enrolments was partially offset by a 4.3 percent 
increase in enrolments in level 4 qualifications 
and higher.   

⎯ The amount of study undertaken by domestic 
students actually increased from 2006 to 2007 
by 1.1 percent – up by 2,610 equivalent full-
time student units to 241,000.   

⎯ For the second consecutive year, the balance 
in domestic enrolments shifted from lower- to 
higher-level qualifications.  In 2007, level 1 to 3 
certificates accounted for 26 percent of 
enrolments in terms of equivalent full-time 
students.1  This compared to 29 percent two 
years earlier.   

⎯ The number of international students fell in 
2007 by 6.4 percent, following a decline in 
2006 of 10.0 percent.  In contrast, international 
doctoral enrolments increased by 40 percent 
from 2006 to 2007.  

⎯ Enrolments in courses of less than 0.03 EFTS2 
fell from 2006 by 7.3 percent to 76,700 in 
2007.  Non-formal tertiary enrolments also fell 
by 19 percent from 2006.  These declines 
reflect the continuation of a more targeted 
approach to the funding of adult and 
community education, and a greater emphasis 
in government priorities on quality and 
relevance.  

                                        
1 Students who were enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary 
education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS 
(more than one week’s duration).  The enrolment data collections do 
not include information on formal learning in the workplace. 
2See the box on the right for an explanation of EFTS. 

Enrolments overview3 
 
Formal enrolments fell by 1.5 percent on the 
previous year to a total of 484,000.  From 2005 to 
2006, enrolments also fell by 2.5 percent.  Before 
this, from 2000 to 2005 enrolments increased by 
8.0 percent, on average, per year.  International 
enrolments contributed strongly to this growth up 
until 2005.  

From 2006 to 2007, the number of domestic 
enrolments fell by 1.0 percent (or 4,570 
enrolments) and international enrolments fell by 6.4 
percent (or 2,710 enrolments).  This was the third 
consecutive year that international enrolments 
decreased –  in 2006 they fell by 10.0 percent  and 
in 2005 by 6.1 percent.  

In 2007, the number of domestic enrolments 
totalled 444,000 and international enrolments 
numbered 39,900. 

In contrast to the recent declines in provider-based 
enrolments, workplace learning has grown strongly 
in recent years.  The number of learners in industry 
training rose from 2006 by 8.1 percent to 186,000 
trainees in 2007 (including modern apprentices). 
More detailed information on work-based learners 
will be available later this year. 

                                        
3 A review of the Tertiary Student Enrolments and Completions 
database was held in 2007.  This review led to changes in the 2006 
tertiary education statistics at the disaggregated level and for previous 
years change occurred at both the disaggregated level and the total 
level. 
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Domestic student enrolments by qualification level 
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Enrolments shift from lower to 
higher level qualifications  
 
The recent shifts away from lower-level 
qualifications were the result of greater controls 
over the funding of certificates and increased 
participation at higher qualification levels.  
Consequently, the number of domestic students fell 
from 2006 to 2007 by 1.0 percent to 444,000 
enrolments.    The latest decline in provider-based 
enrolments needs also to be seen against strong 
increases in recent years in the number 
participating in industry training. 
 
In 2006 there was a shift from lower to higher level 
qualifications.  This continued in 2007 when there 
were 16,300 fewer students enrolled in level 1 to 3 
certificates.  Study at this level declined by 7.8 
percent in 2007 to 193,000 enrolments and, from 
2005 to 2006, lower-level certificate enrolments 
declined by 6.1 percent.  In recent years, certificate 
enrolments had been the major factor driving up 
total formal enrolments.  
 
Importantly, in 2007, more New Zealanders studied 
qualifications at level 4 or higher, while study at 
masters level remained stable.  Domestic 
enrolments in level 4 certificates rose from 2006 by 
12 percent to 68,600 in 2007.  Participation in 
bachelors degrees with honours, postgraduate 
certificates and postgraduate diplomas increased 
significantly from 2006 to 2007 – from 16,200 to 

18,700 domestic enrolments.  A rise in enrolments 
by under-25-year-olds was the main driver of this 
increase.  Enrolments by 20 to 24 year-olds 
studying bachelors degrees with honours, 
postgraduate certificates and postgraduate 
diplomas increased in 2007 by 1,200 enrolments to 
5,690 enrolments.  And, almost four times as many 
18 to 19 year-olds studied at this level – up from 
297 enrolments in 2006 to 1,090 enrolments in 
2007. 
 
More domestic students studied at bachelors level 
in 2007 – up by 1,490 enrolments to 128,000.  The 
latest increase in study at bachelors level was also 
the result of increased enrolments by under-25- 
year-olds.  There were 1,260 more students aged 
18 to 19 years who studied at bachelors level in 
2007 (up 4.5 percent to 29,200 enrolments).  Study 
at bachelors level by 20 to 24 year-olds also 
increased from 2006 to 2007 by 1.2 percent to 
49,100 enrolments.  In contrast, study at bachelors 
level decreased for those aged 25 years and over. 
 
Study of level 5 to 7 diplomas by domestic students 
rose from 2006 by 1.4 percent to 62,700 
enrolments in 2007.  Study at masters level 
remained virtually unchanged at 10,500 domestic 
enrolments, while doctoral study increased by 268 
enrolments in 2007 to 4,650. 
 
Just over a third of the 2007 decline in formal 
enrolments was attributable to fewer international 
enrolments. Study by international students fell 
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Total student enrolments and equivalent full-time student units 
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most strongly at bachelors level (down by 3,000 
enrolments) and in level 5 to 7 diplomas (down by 
1,390 enrolments).  
 
In contrast, international enrolments grew strongly 
for level 4 certificates and at doctoral level in 2007. 
There were also more international students who 
studied bachelors degrees with honours, 
postgraduate certificates and postgraduate 
diplomas.  
 
The amount of study remains stable 
 
When the total enrolments were converted into 
equivalent full-time students units, these remained 
virtually unchanged at 269,000 in 2007, compared 
to 270,000 units in 2006.  The latest decrease in 
international study was largely offset by an increase 
in domestic study.  The international count was 
lower in 2007, compared to 2006, by 3,700 
equivalent full-time student units (down by 11 
percent) and the domestic count was higher by 
2,610 units (up by 1.1 percent).  
 
Almost half of the overall downward movement in 
equivalent full-time students in 2007 was due to 
fewer students enrolling in level 1 to 3 certificates.  
The drop in certificate enrolments converted to a 
3.3 percent fall in equivalent full-time students and 
this was primarily the result of a drop in domestic 
enrolments.  Conversely, study of level 4 
certificates rose by 1.9 percent and this was due to 
a rise in international enrolments. On the other 
hand, the decreases in diploma- and bachelors-

level study were entirely due to lower international 
enrolments.  The drop in the amount of diploma 
study converted to a 2.6 percent fall in equivalent 
full-time students.  Study at bachelors level by 
international students declined in 2007 by 19 
percent, or 3,450 equivalent full-time student units, 
while it increased for domestic students by 2.1 
percent, or 2,060 equivalent full-time student units.   
 
Study of bachelors degrees with honours, 
postgraduate certificates and postgraduate 
diplomas increased strongly for domestic as well as 
international students.  Study at this level increased 
overall by 24 percent in 2007 up to 11,600 
equivalent full-time student units.  
 
Doctoral study rose from 2006 to 2007 by 9.3 
percent to 5,870 equivalent full-time student units.  
A rise in international enrolments was the main 
driver of the increase in doctoral study.  Doctoral 
study by international students increased by 38 
percent in 2007 to 1,410 equivalent full-time 
student units.  From 2005 to 2006, doctoral study 
by international students increased by 56 percent. 
Doctoral studies by international students have 
been funded on the same basis as domestic 
doctoral studies since 2006.    
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Top six fields of study in 2007 for all students enrolled in formal tertiary education qualifications1 
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Increased study at institutes of 
technology and polytechnics  
 
In 2007, more people studied level 4 certificates at 
institutes of technology and polytechnics, raising 
the overall amount of study in this sub-sector by 1.5 
percent to 77,200 equivalent full-time students.  On 
the other hand, study fell by 5.9 percent at 
wānanga to 22,300 equivalent full-time students 
and at private training establishments by 2.1 
percent to 41,100 equivalent full-time students.  
The drop in study at wānanga was mainly due to 
lower enrolments in level 4 certificates. At private 
training establishments the fall was largely 
attributable to the shift away from lower-level 
certificate study, although this fall was moderated 
by more people studying in level 4 certificates.  
 
At universities there was an overall increase of 
3,790 equivalent full-time student units in 2007.  
However, this increase was matched by a decline 
at the colleges of education of 3,760 units in 2007, 
reflecting the absorption into the university system 
of the two remaining colleges of education.  
Discounting for these mergers the amount of study 
at universities remained stable due to the increase 
in domestic study largely offsetting the fall in 
international study.   Contributing to the latest 
increase in study at universities were rises in 
bachelors- and postgraduate-level study by under-
25-year-olds and the transfers of people from the 
colleges of education studying at diploma- and 
bachelors-level.  The amount of university study at 

masters level increased by 5.3 percent (up 338 
equivalent full-time student units) and doctoral 
study at universities increased by 9.3 percent (up 
498 equivalent full-time student units).  Three-
quarters of the increase in doctoral study came 
from more international enrolments in 2007, 
reducing the overall decline in international study at 
universities to 2,670 equivalent full-time student 
units.  
 
Field of study  
 
Society and culture was the most common field of 
study in 2007, closely followed by management and 
commerce.  Society and culture comprised 23 
percent of the total equivalent full-time student 
count in 2007 (up 2 percentage points on 2006) 
and management and commerce accounted for 21 
percent (down 1 percentage point on 2006).  
Ranked well below the top two fields, but closely 
together in third and fourth place, were health and 
mixed field programmes which accounted for 8.0 
percent and 7.6 percent, respectively, of the 2007 
equivalent full-time student count.  Study in the field 
of engineering followed next at 7.3 percent while 
creative arts, education and the natural and 
physical sciences were each around 6 percent of 
the total equivalent full-time student count.   The 
four remaining fields of study were less than 5 
percent each of the equivalent full-time student 
count. 
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In terms of the number of students enrolled, 
management and commerce was the most 
common field of study in 2007 with 122,000 
students.  Society and culture moved down to 
second place with 102,000 students.  The mixed 
field programmes attracted 49,400 students in 2007 
and comprised the third largest field of study, both 
in terms of students and equivalent full-time student 
units.  In 2007, there were 49,200 engineering 
students, the fourth most common field of study in 
terms of the number of students.   The fifth most 
common field of study was agriculture, 
environmental and related studies with 39,200 
students in 2007.   However, this field of study 
ranked ninth when the enrolments were converted 
to equivalent full-time student units.  
 
Students and gender 
 
Following strong growth in the number of female 
students from 2000 to 2004, enrolments by females 
have fallen significantly in the last two years.   In 
2006, the decline in enrolments was entirely due to 
a large drop in female enrolments and in 2007 
three-quarters of the decline was due to lower 
female enrolments. An important factor contributing 
to the recent falls in female enrolments was the 
reduction in the number of women enrolling in level 
1 to 3 certificates.   
 
From 2006 to 2007, there were 5,440 fewer 
enrolments made by females although women still 
made up 54 percent of total enrolments.  Thirty-five 
percent of this fall was attributable to the decline in 
international enrolments.  Over the same period, 
there were 1,830 fewer enrolments made by males 
and 45 percent of this decline was due to lower 
international enrolments.   
 
The proportion of male students increased from 45 
percent in 2005 to 46 percent in 2006.  This was 
mainly due to increased enrolments by male 
students in short courses.  In 2007, the proportion 
of male students remained at 46 percent although 
in terms of equivalent full-time student units, the 
proportion of males increased from 43 percent to 
44 percent.    
 
In 2007, the amount of study by domestic students 
increased by 1.1 percent compared to the previous 
year.  Study by domestic male students increased 
significantly for level 5 to 7 diplomas and for 
bachelors degrees with honours, postgraduate 
certificates and postgraduate diplomas.  Study by 
domestic female students increased most 

significantly at bachelors level, and in bachelors 
degrees with honours, postgraduate certificates 
and postgraduate diplomas.  
 
Fewer international students 
  
The number of international students declined for 
the third consecutive year to 39,900 enrolments in 
2007.  The falls in enrolments were mainly at 
bachelors level and also in level 5 to 7 diplomas. 
 
In 2007, 8.3 percent of students undertaking tertiary 
education studies in New Zealand were from 
overseas.  Of these, 66 percent were from Asia and 
the latest fall in international enrolments was mainly 
attributable to a decline in the number of Asian 
students.  In contrast, the proportion of international 
students who identified with European and Other 
ethnic groups increased from 2006 to 2007 by 
around 1 percentage point to 8.8 percent and 11 
percent, respectively.  
 
Sixty-one percent of international students studied 
at bachelors or higher qualification levels in 2007.  
Twenty-three percent studied diplomas at level 5 to 
7, while the remainder was enrolled in level 1 to 4 
certificate courses.  
 
The top three fields of study for international 
students in 2007 were management and 
commerce, society and culture and mixed field 
programmes.  Overseas students in these three 
fields comprised over 70 percent of total 
international students in 2007.  There were also 
5,210 international students that followed non-
formal educational programmes in New Zealand.  
 
Ethnic groups 
 
The Pasifika and Other ethnic groups were the only 
ones to increase their enrolments in 2007.  From 
2006 to 2007, enrolments fell for Asians by 3,830, 
for Europeans by 2,440 and for Māori by 1,780.4  
The decline in enrolments by Asians was due fewer  
Asian international students.  For Europeans and 
Māori the fall in enrolments was mainly in lower-
level certificates.  The fall for Europeans was 
partially offset by significant increases in study at 
level 4 certificates and of bachelors degrees with 
honours and postgraduate diplomas and 
certificates.  The fall for Māori students was offset 
to a lesser extent, by increases in study at 
                                        
4As students can be counted in more than one ethnic group the total 
count does not match the sum of the table components.  
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bachelors level and also in postgraduate diplomas 
and certificates.  The 2007 fall in enrolments led to 
significant falls in the number of Māori studying at 
wānanga and private training establishments.  
Partially offsetting these decreases were increases 
in Māori students studying at polytechnics and 
universities.  In 2007, there were fewer European 
studying at wānanga, polytechnics and private 
training establishments.  While more Europeans 
studied at universities in 2007, the increase was 
matched by a similar decline at colleges of 
education due to the merger of the colleges and the 
universities.  

2006 2007 % change 
from prev ious 

y ear
European 297,308 294,866 -0.8%
Māori 85,747 83,968 -2.1%
Pasifika 28,695 30,849 7.5%
Asian 83,946 80,121 -4.6%
Other 24,749 25,196 1.8%
Total 491,018 483,743 -1.5%

Formal student enrolments by ethnic group3

 

 

Study type 

While the average study load of students increased 
only slightly between 2006 and 2007 (from 0.55 to 
0.56 of an equivalent full-time student unit) there 
were more students who studied full-time for a full 
year.  There were 161,000 people studying full-time 
for a full-year in 2007, up by 0.9 percent on 2006.  
The biggest increase in study load, on average, 
was for students in bachelors degrees with honours 
and postgraduate certificates and diplomas – up 
from 0.53 of an equivalent full-time student unit in 
2006 to 0.57 in 2007.  This increase amounted to 
about one extra week of full-time study per year. 
The study load of masters-level students also 
increased in 2007 – up from an average of 0.58 to 
0.60 of an equivalent full-time student unit.  
Students in level 1 to 3 certificate courses studied, 
on average, 0.34 of an equivalent full-time student 
unit in 2007, up on 0.32 in 2006. 

Those studying full-time for part of the year 
decreased in number, from 2006 to 2007, by 3.1 
percent to 71,900 students.  However, the amount 
of study undertaken by full-time, part-year students 
increased, on average, in 2007.  

Students who were part-time for a full year 
decreased in number, from 2006 to 2007, by 0.2 
percent to 109,000 students, and those who 
studied part-time for part of a year decreased by 
4.2 percent to 141,000 students.  The amount of 
study undertaken by part-time students also 
decreased, on average, in 2007. 
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Type
2006 2007 2006 2007

Students enrolled in formal qualifications > 0.03 EFTS1 491,018 483,743 -1.5 270,496 269,406 -0.4
Students enrolled in formal qualifications ≤ 0.03 EFTS2 82,791 76,737 -7.3 3,346 3,297 -1.5
Students enrolled in informal education programmes3 109,214 88,696 -18.8 7,037 4,732 -32.8
Qualification level
Certificates 1-3 209,766 193,443 -7.8 67,121 64,876 -3.3
Certificates 4 64,268 72,632 13.0 29,459 30,020 1.9
Diplomas 5-7 72,628 72,092 -0.7 37,439 36,484 -2.6
Bachelors 148,725 147,214 -1.0 114,532 113,137 -1.2
Bachelors with honours/postgraduate certificate/diploma 17,782 20,596 15.8 9,372 11,646 24.3
Masters 12,364 12,300 -0.5 7,204 7,373 2.3
Doctorates 5,467 6,173 12.9 5,370 5,870 9.3
Domestic / International1

Domestic 448,366 443,801 -1.0 238,040 240,648 1.1
International 42,652 39,942 -6.4 32,457 28,758 -11.4
Age group
Under 18 years 19,866 19,185 -3.4 12,077 11,384 -5.7
18-19 years 58,799 61,488 4.6 48,668 51,118 5.0
20-24 years 121,571 118,690 -2.4 89,943 86,827 -3.5
25-39 years 151,107 146,104 -3.3 70,545 68,834 -2.4
40 years and over 139,675 138,283 -1.0 49,264 51,244 4.0
Female / Male 
Female 265,401    259,958    -2.1 152,871    152,072    -0.5
Male 225,617    223,785    -0.8 117,626    117,334    -0.2
Ethnic group
European 297,308 294,866 -0.8 146,736 150,095 2.3
Māori 85,747 83,968 -2.1 47,974 46,874 -2.3
Pasifika 28,695 30,849 7.5 18,836 20,039 6.4
Asian 83,946 80,121 -4.6 59,480 57,227 -3.8
Other 24,749 25,196 1.8 15,170 15,628 3.0
Most common fields of study in 2007
Agriculture, Environmental and Related Studies 41,717 39,231 -6.0 10,491      10,407 -0.8
Architecture and Building 16,141 18,312 13.5 7,865        8,442 7.3
Creative Arts 21,909 21,783 -0.6 17,358      17,582 1.3
Education 34,182 32,539 -4.8 18,108      17,471 -3.5
Engineering and Related Technologies 45,362 49,185 8.4 19,255      19,685 2.2
Food, Hospitality and Personal Services 13,429 14,282 6.4 8,190        8,749 6.8
Health 32,812 34,990 6.6 19,458      20,584 5.8
Information Technology 25,992 22,776 -12.4 10,230      9,295 -9.1
Management and Commerce 124,466 121,806 -2.1 60,283      57,704 -4.3
Mixed Field Programmes 61,218 49,361 -19.4 24,455      21,580 -11.8
Natural and Physical Sciences 21,793 21,571 -1.0 16,685      16,797 0.7
Society and Culture 96,998 102,375 5.5 58,117      61,112 5.2
Sub-sector
Universities 165,571 170,183 2.8 124,990 128,776 3.0
ITPs 214,394 216,645 1.0 76,039 77,216 1.5
Colleges of education4 6,908 3,764
Wānanga 48,842 42,352 -13.3 23,676 22,287 -5.9
Private training establishments 80,432 77,814 -3.3 42,027 41,127 -2.1
Study type
Full-time full-year 159,937 161,442 0.9 169,750 171,172 0.8
Full-time part-year 74,205 71,895 -3.1 30,931 31,120 0.6
Part-time full-year 109,212 108,971 -0.2 43,562 41,184 -5.5
Part-time part-year 147,664 141,435 -4.2 26,254 25,931 -1.2

 

Tertiary education students by selected characteristics 

% change from 
previous year

% change from 
previous year

Student enrolments Equivalent full-time students

1  Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of greater than 0.03 EFTS (more than one week's duration).   See 
page 5 for an explanation of EFTS. 
2  Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifications of less than, or equal to, 0.03 EFTS (less than one week's duration). 
See page 5 for an explanation of EFTS. 
3  Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in informal programmes, i.e. programmes not registered on the New Zealand Register of 
Quality Assured Qualifications.
4  Colleges of education merged with neighbouring universities from 2004  to 2006.
Note: The equivalent full-time student count used in this report does not equate to the funded equivalent full-time student count.  The data is also not adjusted to allow for 
students who do not complete their study programme. 
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