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SKILLS FOR A KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY

In recent years, there has been a shift away from fi rst-time 
students coming directly from school towards fi rst-time students 
coming from being employed. The proportion of school leavers 
going directly to tertiary study in the following year fell in 2000. 
Of the 52,546 school leavers in 2002, 43 percent went on to 
tertiary study in the following year, down from 48 percent for 
2001 school leavers. 

FIGURE 3.18: PROPORTION OF SCHOOL LEAVERS THAT PROCEEDED DIRECTLY TO 
TERTIARY EDUCATION BY SCHOOL YEAR IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR 1998-2002

Notes:
1 Excludes international and adult students.
2 Data relates to domestic students enrolled at 1 July with a tertiary education 

provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
3 Data excludes those PTEs and OTEPs which neither received tuition subsidies nor 

were approved for student loans and/or allowances.
4 Data excludes all non-formal learning and on-job industry training.

There was a marked difference in the percentage of fi rst-time 
students across sub-sectors. Around 28 percent of students at 
PTEs and wänanga, and 23 percent of students at polytechnics, 
were enrolled for the fi rst time in 2002, compared with 
14 percent at universities, and 9 percent of college of education 
students. This is consistent with generally longer qualifi cations 
undertaken at universities and colleges of education.

The average age of fi rst-year students has been increasing. 
The number of fi rst-year students aged 40 and over has increased 
by more than 100 percent since 1994, compared with 30 to 
40 percent growth in other age groups over the same period.

HIGHEST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION

The proportion of students entering tertiary with no previous 
school qualifi cation has risen noticeably in recent years. Students 
without school qualifi cations numbered 19,370 in 1999 (around 
10 percent of students with known domestic school qualifi cations). 
By 2003, the number of students with no previous school 
qualifi cations had risen to 99,800, an increase of over 400 percent, 
which represented 29 percent of all domestic students in 2003. 

Although the number of students with school qualifi cations 
increased across all levels, students with year 13 school 
qualifi cations7 increased the least, and hence the increase 
in the proportion of students with no school qualifi cation was 
complemented by decreases in the proportion of students with 
year 13 (or level 3) school qualifi cations, falling from 36 percent 
of all domestic students in 1998 to 21 percent in 2003. 

Not surprisingly, there is a relationship between highest school 
qualifi cation and level of qualifi cation studied: the lower the 
school qualifi cation, the lower the level of qualifi cation studied.

FIGURE 3.19: DISTRIBUTION OF DOMESTIC STUDENTS BY QUALIFICATION LEVEL 
AND HIGHEST SCHOOL QUALIFICATION 2003

Notes:
1 Excludes students with unknown or overseas school qualifi cations.
2 Data relates to domestic students enrolled at any time during the year with a 

tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
3 Data excludes those PTEs and OTEPs which neither received tuition subsidies nor 

were approved for student loans and/or allowances.
4 Data excludes all non-formal learning and on-job industry training.
5 Students who were enrolled at more than one qualifi cation level have been 

counted in each level. Consequently, the sum of the students in each qualifi cation 

level may not add to the total number of students.
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7    In 2004, NCEA level 3 replaced the University Bursaries qualifi cation.

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002






























