(VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVYVVVVVVVVVVVV VIV VY VA
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VAV
VYV VVVVVVVVVYVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV V VY VWV WV VAV

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Te Tahuhu o te Matauranga

Tertiary education enrolments - 2009

NewZealand Government Learners in tertiary education



This report forms part of a series called Learners in tertiary education.
Other topics covered by the series are access, pathways, student support, retention and qualification
completions.

Author

Mieke Wensvoort, Senior Analyst

Email: mieke.wensvoort@minedu.govt.nz
Telephone: 04-463 7537

Fax: 04-463 8713

Published by

Tertiary Sector Performance Analysis and Reporting
Strategy and System Performance

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

© Crown Copyright

All rights reserved.
All enquiries should be made to the publisher.

This report is available from the Ministry of Education’s Education Counts website.
For the full set of enrolment statistics use the link: www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/tertiary_education

April 2010

ISSN 1178-7511



TERTIARY EDUCATION ENROLMENTS - 2009

1 Highlights

2 Enrolments overview

3 Enrolments by qualification level
4 Equivalent full-time student units

5 Enrolments by provider type

6 Gender

7 Ethnic groups

11



FIGURES

1 Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level 2
2 Percentage of all formal enrolments by qualification level 3
3 Percentage of domestic students under 25 years of age enrolled in formal study by

qualification level 5
4 Percentage of domestic students aged 25 years or over enrolled in formal study by

qualification level 6
5 All formal student enrolments and equivalent full-time student units 7
6 Equivalent full-time students in formal study by provider type and qualification level 8
7 Annual change in the number of domestic formally-enrolled students by gender 10
8 Domestic enrolments in 2009 by gender and qualification level 10
TABLES
1 Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level 4
2 Percentage of all students and domestic students in formal study by ethnic group 11
3 New Zealand's total tertiary education students by selected characteristics 12
4 New Zealand's domestic tertiary education students by selected characteristics 13
5 New Zealand's international tertiary education students by selected characteristics 14



1 HIGHLIGHTS

This report presents information from the 2009 enrolment data collections provided to
the Ministry of Education by tertiary education providers. Topics covered include: type
of tertiary education provider, qualifications taken, field of study, age, ethnic group of
students and other important characteristics of people undertaking tertiary education
study. A supporting set of statistical tables is available from the Education Counts

website: www.educationcounts.govt.nz.

In 2009, there were 467,000 students
enrolled in formal tertiary studywith
tertiary education providers.

Formal enrolments (including inter-

national students) rose by 1.4 percent
from 2008 to 2009. In terms of

equivalent full-time student units the

increase was larger — up by 6.3 percent
to 280,000.

Formal enrolments (including inter-
national students) in higher-level
qualifications increased by 19,100 in
2009, while level 1 to 4 certificate
enrolments decreased by 10,300.

The decrease in New Zealand's
economic activity in 2008, coupled with
decreases in the employment rate for
young people was partly responsible for
driving up the number of domestic
students aged 18 to 24 years (up by 6.3
percent from 2008 to 2009). The number
of international students also increased
from 2008 to 2009 by 9.2 percent.

The number of domestic students
(excluding international students) rose
by 0.7 percent from 2008 to 2009 to
424,000. There were 15,500 more
domestic enrolments in higher-level
qualifications and 10,900 fewer
enrolments in level 1 to 4 certificates.

The balance in domestic enrolments
continued to shift from the lowest level
qualifications (certificates 1 to 3) to

Students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary
education provider in formal learning (that is, contributing
towards a recognised qualification) of more than one week’s
duration. Formal learning in the workplace is not included in
these figures.

higher-level qualifications (levels 4 to
10). In 2009, levels 1 to 3 certificates
accounted for 23 percent of enrolments
in terms of equivalent full-time student
units, compared to 27 percent in 2005.

While the number of domestic students
rose by less than one percent, the
students undertook more  study.
Domestic equivalent full-time student
units increased from 2008 to 2009 by
6.0 percent or 14,100 to 250,000.

The number of learners in industry
training increased from 2008 to 2009 by
3.6 percent to 202,000.

The number of students in formal study
of less than one week’s duration fell by
3.8 percent from 2008 to 2009 to 21,200
enrolments. Provision of non-formal

courses in tertiary education institutions
remained at a similar level in 2009 as in
2008 at 83,100 enrolments.

@tisﬂcs used in this report: \

Formal enrolments include domestic and
international student enrolments. Domestic
enrolments are those made by New
Zealand residents. International enrolments
are those made by overseas students.

Equivalent full-time student (EFTS)

The equivalent full-time student unit is a
measure or ‘size’ of each student’s
enrolment. One equivalent full-time student
unit represents the load taken by a student
enrolled full-time for one year. Part-time
study years are expressed as proportions of
an EFTS, for example, 0.75 EFTS. The
equivalent full-time student count is the sum

Qhe EFTS units for a year. /
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2 ENROLMENTS OVERVIEW

The number of enrolments in formal study increaBedh 2008 to 2009 by 1.4 percent to
467,000° In the three years before the latest increasmdbenrolments had been declining.
Both domestic and international students contribute the latest increase in the number of
formal enrolments. Figure 1 below shows total anachelors-degree enrolments for
international students (left-hand side) and doroestiudents (right-hand side) as well
enrolments in levels 1 to 4 certificates.

Figure 1
Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level
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The number of domestic students in formal studyeiased from 2008 to 2009 by 0.7 percent
(or 2,970 students to 424,000). Over the previboset years, the number of domestic students
had been decreasing due mainly to falls in ceatiicenrolments at levels 1 to 4. The decrease
in lower-level certificate qualifications reflecisgovernment priority which is aimed at having
more young students complete higher-level quatifices. From 2005 to 2008, the number of
domestic students fell, on average, by 2.9 pengenyear.

Domestic enrolments increased from 2008 to 2009igloma-level and higher qualifications
(up by 15,500 enrolments). The increase in the mundf students in bachelors degrees
continued as the ‘baby blip’ (the population bulgk 18 to 19 year-olds) approaches the
completion of its move from school into tertiaryuedtion (up by 5.5 percent). Additionally, the
drop in New Zealand’s economic activity in 2008 haduced the employment options for
young people, lifting their participation in temyaeducation. There was also a 6.4 percent
increase in the number enrolments by 20 to 24 gki-n bachelors degrees. In 2009, there
were 136,000 domestic enrolments at bachelors lawel 39,000 enrolments in postgraduate
study.

Data in this report and the statistical tables has been revised back to 2003 as tertiary education organisations are now able to submit
updates for previous years as part of the information collections provided to the Ministry.
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The number of domestic level 1 to 3 certificateodments continued to decrease from 2008 to
2009, down by 5.8 percent to 151,000 enrolmentds Tompares to 202,000 domestic
certificate enrolments at levels 1 to 3 in 2005evél 4 certificate enrolments by domestic
students also decreased from 2008 to 2009 by 2Zrdepe In 2009, there were 66,300
enrolments in level 4 certificates, compared to7@6,in 2005. Overall, there were 10,900
fewer domestic level 1 to 4 certificate enrolmant8009 than in 2008.

The number of international students increased f2O®8 to 2009 by 9.2 percent to 43,400.
Before the latest increase, international enrolsw@iad declined from 2004 to 2007, while they
remained stable from 2007 to 2008. The latest aszen international enrolments took place at
every qualification level except bachelors degieesvn 1.3 percent). The decrease at bachelors
level is primarily due to smaller cohorts workirigdugh in multi-year qualifications as a result
of declines in international enrolments in the fgears to 2007.

One of the government’s priorities for tertiary edtion is to have more young New Zealanders
(those aged under 25 years) achieving qualificatatrevels 4 and above, particularly degrees.
Enrolment changes consistent with this priority banseen in Figure 2. Comparing 2005 with
2009, enrolments at bachelors level (including gede certificates and diplomas) have
increased as a proportion of all formal enrolmefntsn 30 percent to 33 percent, while level 1
to 3 certificates decreased proportionately, fraimpércent to 34 percent. The proportion in
level 5 to 7 diplomas increased from 16 percenl@®5 to 17 percent in 2009 and the
proportion in postgraduate study increased frompetent to 9.8 percent. The proportion
studying level 4 certificates decreased from 2@03009 by 1 percentage point to 15 percent.

Figure 2
Percentage of all formal enrolments by qualification level
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Table 1

Domestic and international students in formal study by qualification level

Domestic formal International formal Total formal
enrolments enrolments enrolments
2008 2009 % 12008 2009 % 2008 2009 %
change change change

Certificates 1-3

Certificates 4

Diplomas 5-7

Bachelors degrees

Graduate certs/dips

Honours, postgrad. certs/dips
Masters

Doctorates

Total

Enrolments in workplace-based learning increase8.®yercent from 2008 to 2009 to 202,000
industry trainees. This follows increases of 5¢Bcpnt in 2008 and 8.1 percent in 2007. The
decrease in economic activity in 2008 led to a signdown in the number of employees

trained through some industry training organisation2009. On the other hand, the creation of
a new industry training organisation for the reatage industry contributed to the overall

increase in the number of trainees in 2009.

3 ENROLMENTS BY QUALIFICATION LEVEL

The proportion of younger domestic students — peaplder 25 years of age — enrolled at
bachelors levélhas increased in recent years. In 2009, the ptiopavas 46 percent, compared
to 43 percent in 2004 (Figure 3).

The recent increases in the proportion of younglgem bachelors degrees coincide with the
‘baby blip’ generation (18 to 19 year-olds) contimy its move from school to tertiary
education. Another factor that is likely to haventibuted to the increased participation of
younger people in tertiary education is the inaeeasthe number of school students who have
gained credits in the National Certificate of Edigraal Achievement (NCEA) and who have
stayed on at school.

The weakening of the labour market throughout 2@®8 2009 has reduced access to
employment especially for younger people with nolaw-level qualifications and this has
contributed to the increase in their recent parétion in tertiary education. While the New
Zealand economy slowly expanded throughout mo20608, the unemployment rate continued
to rise and it reached 7.3 percent in the Decer20@9 quarter. In comparison, two years earlier
the unemployment rate was 3.5 percent. Overall, people aged 15 to 24 years, the
unemployment rate was 10 percent in 2008 and 26Q@8vever, for young people with no or a
low-level qualification, the unemployment rate whigher with about one in every five
unemployed in 2008 and 2009.

Postgraduate study by under-25-year-olds increbget® percent from 2008 to 2009 and the
proportion of younger domestic students at thigllevas 7.3 percent in 2009.

% Includes graduate certificates and diplomas.
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Figure 3
Percentage of domestic students under 25 years of age enrolled in formal study by qualification level

BO -~ - m e

T

Percent

20 f

0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Certificates 1-3 Certificates 4

Diplomas 5-7

= = = Bachelors* = = = Postgraduate

*Includes graduate certificates and diplomas.

The proportion of domestic students aged 25 yeaover in lower-level certificates peaked in
2005 at 50 percent. From 2005 to 2009 it decreaset? percent, although it remains 14
percentage points higher than that for youngerestisd Certificate study grew rapidly between
1998 and 2005 and the growing number of New Zealendged 40 to 65 years in the
population was the main contributor to this upwara/ement in lower-level certificate study.

Compared with younger students, a much smallergetiom of domestic students aged 25 years
or over participate in bachelors-level stifdyVhile the proportion of students aged 25 yeats an
over studying at bachelors level increased by &r8gntage points from 2008 to 2009, this level
of study represented only 21 percent of total fdrstady by this group. Ten years earlier, the
proportion was much higher at 32 percent. The @dse=® in the proportion of people aged 25
years and over studying at bachelors level fron8182007, coincided with a period of strong
economic growth and falling unemployment. Durihgsttime, the number of bachelors-level
enrolments for this group averaged an increaseesé than half a percent per year, while
enrolments in level 1 to 3 certificates averagednarease of 12 percent per year and those in
level 4 certificates increased by 23 percent par.ye

Proportionately, students aged 25 years or ovelysig level 4 certificates have trebled over
the last 10 years to 17 percent in 2009. For yeupgople the increase in the proportion was
smaller with the proportion doubling to 14 percent terms of the actual numbers, level 4
certificate enrolments flattened off in the last/figears for both age groups.

The proportion of domestic students aged 25 years/er in level 5 to 7 diplomas increased
from 2008 to 2009 by 1.4 percentage points to I8que, while it remained unchanged at 13
percent for younger domestic students.

* Includes graduate certificates and diplomas
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The proportion of domestic students aged 25 yeaver in postgraduate study increased by
0.8 percentage points from 2008 to 2009 to 11 perce

Figure 4
Percentage of domestic students aged 25 years or over enrolled in formal study by qualification level
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4 EQUIVALENT FULL-TIME STUDENT UNITS

When the formal enrolments are converted into edeitt full-time student units, there is an
increase of 6.3 percent from 263,000 in 2008 to, 8D in 2009. The 6.3 percent increase in
equivalent full-time student units contrasts withse of just over one percent in the number of
students. Before the latest increase, the numbequivalent full-time student units decreased
over the previous four years by 2.0 percent onagge(Figure 5).

Eighty-five percent of the 2009 upward movemengduivalent full-time students was due to
an increase in domestic study. The drive to haweenyoung New Zealanders achieving
qualifications at higher levels has increased therage study load of students as higher-level
qualifications take longer to complete. Domestigiiealent full-time student units increased
from 2008 to 2009 by 6.0 percent to 250,000 (selalerd). Study of bachelors degrees by
domestic students increased from 2008 to 2009 bypércent to 98,700 equivalent full-time
student units. Over the same period, study ineckdsr honours degrees and postgraduate
certificates and diplomas by 18 percent to 14,80walent full-time student units and for level
5 to 7 diplomas by 7.0 percent to 33,400 equivaieihtime student units. Study by domestic
students at postgraduate level increased from BO@B09 by 13 percent to 24,800 equivalent
full-time student units. Reduced employment ogidor people who recently completed a
bachelors degree, is one reason for the rise igraatiate equivalent full-time student units.

6 Tertiary education enrolments - 2009  Ministry of Education



Study of level 4 certificates by domestic studeni$® increased from 2008 to 2009 — up by 7.1
percent to 29,700 equivalent full-time student siniln contrast, the number of students in level
4 certificates fell by 2.4 percent. Study of ledeto 3 certificate study by domestic students
also increased from 2008 to 2009 by 1.0 perce®7t800 equivalent full-time student units,
while the number of students in lower-level cectities decreased by 5.8 percent.

Study by international students increased from 200809 by 9.1 percent to 29,700 equivalent
full-time student units (see Table 5). About 6@ceat of the increase in study by international
students from 2008 to 2009 was in level 5 to 7adifs (up 24 percent). Study by international
students increased by 23 percent at doctoral kvelby 15 percent each at the graduate and
honours levels. Bachelors-level study by intermatistudents decreased slightly in 2009 (down
280 to 11,100 equivalent full-time student units).

Figure 5
All formal student enrolments and equivalent full-time student units
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5 ENROLMENTS BY PROVIDER TYPE

The number of formal student enrolments increasech f2008 to 2009 at the universities,
w nanga and private training establishments, whiletheg institutes of technology and
polytechnics they decreased. At universities thaer of enrolments increased by 5.1 percent
to 177,000. At wnanga the number of enrolments increased by 5.6epeto 42,600. At
private training establishments the number of eneoits increased by 1.8 percent from 2008 to
2009 to 75,500.

At polytechnics the number of enrolments decredssth 2008 and 2009 by 2.9 percent to
191,000. However, in terms of equivalent full-tirmident units, enrolments at polytechnics
increased by 6.9 percent to 78,200. The combinatiagising equivalent full-time student units
but reducing enrolments reflects a shift in theetyb study being undertaken at polytechnics —
more students in full-time study and fewer in sloprélifications at levels 1 to 3. The level of
enrolments at polytechnics, early in 2009, indidatieat the total increase in the number of

Tertiary education enrolments - 2009 Ministry of Education 7



equivalent full-time student units for 2009 migtea &ven higher. However, polytechnics are
expected to manage their enrolments to within 8quarof their enrolment caps. Thus, the level
of increase at polytechnics abated as the year avent

Enrolments in level 1 to 4 certificates fell by @20 in 2009 at the polytechnics with less than
half of this offset by increased enrolments in leiglevel qualifications. In contrast, enrolments
increased at polytechnics in terms of equivalefittime student units at every qualification
level including lower level certificates. The lagg increases in the amount of study in terms of
equivalent full-time student units occurred fordew to 7 diplomas, followed by bachelors
degrees and graduate certificates and diplomas.

In terms of equivalent full-time student units, #erolments also increased more strongly in
2009 than in previous years atmvanga (up 11 percent) and in private training distaiments
(up 3.4 percent). In the universities the increas€2009 in the number of students and
equivalent full-time students was fairly similag(gvalent full-time students increased by 6.0
percent and student numbers increased by 5.1 figrcen

Figure 6
Equivalent full-time students in formal study by provider type and qualification level*
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6 GENDER

In 2009, there were 237,000 women in domestic foshaly and 187,000 men. Over the last
10 years, the number of domestic students hasasedefor both men and women, on average,
by 3.8 percent per year.

From 2008 to 2009, the number of female studemteased by 1.6 percent, while the number
of male students decreased by 0.4 percent. The dnaiars of the increase for women were
more enrolments in bachelors degrees (up 5.9 pgrcdeonours degrees and postgraduate
certificates and diplomas (up 17 percent), levi 3 diplomas (up 4.1 percent), and to a lesser
extent level 4 certificates (up 2.9 percent).

The only decrease in enrolments by women from 2008009 was a 5.9 percent decline in
level 1 to 3 certificate enrolments. The propartaf enrolments by female students in lower-
level certificates was 33 percent in 2009, comp&ne®b percent for males.

Significant decreases in level 1 to 4 certificateoéments outweighed the increases in the
number of enrolments by men in higher-level quedifions. There were fewer domestic
enrolments in 2009 made by male students in level 3 certificates (down 5.6 percent) and
level 4 certificates (down 7.2 percent). Thesesfallere partly offset by more domestic
enrolments by men in bachelors degrees (up 6.@pBrdevel 5 to 7 diplomas (up 7.5 percent)
and honours degrees and postgraduate certificatediplomas (up 10 percent).

There were smaller, yet significant, increasesha iumber of enrolments made by both men
and women in other higher-level qualifications. r Fexample, the number of domestic
enrolments in graduate certificates and diplomasegsed from 2008 to 2009 by 12 percent for
male students and by 6.9 percent for females.

The number of men and women studying at masterslactbrate level also increased in 2009.
The increase in domestic enrolments by women intemaslegrees was 401 (6.6 percent) and
140 (5.5 percent) in the case of doctoral degrBEes.increase in domestic enrolments by men in
masters degrees was 253 enrolments (5.8 percenht)Gs (4.7 percent) in the case of doctoral
degrees. Postgraduate enrolments by female stunleB809 accounted for 9.6 percent of the
total enrolments by women, compared to 9.1 perffoenhales.

The average study load increased from 2008 to 260©men this increased from 0.55 to 0.58
equivalent full-time student units and for womeanfr 0.59 to 0.61. From 2000 to 2008, the
study load for women averaged 0.58 equivalenttiié student units and for men it was 0.56.
The period from 2000 to 2008, when the averageydtat was lower, coincided with a period
of strong economic growth and falling unemployment.

® This section covers domestic students only. More detailed gender statistics are available on the Ministry of
Education’s Education Counts website.
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Figure 7
Annual change in the number of domestic formally-enrolled students by gender
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Figure 8
Domestic enrolments in 2009 by gender and qualification level
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7/ ETHNIC GROUPS

More domestic students enrolled in formal study2@09 reported themselves as dvi,
Pasifika, Asian and the Other ethnic group tha@dAg. The number of enrolments increased
for Pasifika students by 6.2 percent to 31,700,Asman students by 5.1 percent 53.800, for
M ori students by 2.5 percent to 82,700 and for peaj#ntifying with the Other ethnic group
the number of enrolments increased by 1.7 perceh®i000. Formal enrolments by European
students remained stable from 2008 to 2009 at 280,0

Proportionately, domestic enrolments by Europeave ltomprised 65 percent of total formal
enrolments in recent years. In the early 2000s, phoportion was closer to 70 percent of
domestic formal enrolments. The participation satetertiary education (age-standardised for
the various ethnic groups to control for the digfezes in the age distributions) have been stable
in recent years for the Pasifika and European ethr@ups at 12 percent. The dti and Asian
participation rates have been higher than this.2005, 20 percent of Mri participated in
tertiary education and 16 percent of Asians. SBQ@®b5, the Mori and Asian participation rates
have declined and in 2009 they were 17 percentldnukrcent, respectively.

Enrolments by Mori comprised 20 percent of all enrolments in 2@@@, proportionately, it
has been at this level for a number of years. Tearsy earlier, the proportion of i
enrolments was only 15 percent. Similarly, Pasai#rolments have increased over the last 10
years, both in number and as a proportion of alhektic enrolments. In 2009, Pasifika
enrolments accounted for 7.5 percent of all doraestirolments, compared to 4.9 percent in
1999. The Other ethnic group comprised 4.5 perokfdrmal domestic enrolments in 2009 and
3.4 percent in 1999.

Over the 10 years from 1999 to 2009, the averageadnncrease in the number of enrolments
by Pasifika students was 6.8 percent, followedeatioby 6.6 percent for the Other ethnic group.
For Asians, the average annual increase in the euoftenrolments from 1999 to 2009 was 5.3
percent, for Mori it was 3.6 percent and for Europeans 2.6 pércen

Table 2
Percentage of all students and domestic students in formal study by ethnic group

1999 2004 2009

Percentages

European
M ori
Pasifika
Asian

Other

Note: Students are counted in each group they identify with. In 1999, information on the ethnic group of international student was not
available.

® More detailed statistics on ethnic groups are available on the Ministry of Education’s Education Counts website.

Tertiary education enrolments - 2009 Ministry of Education 11



Table 3: New Zealand's total tertiary education st

udents by selected characteristics
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Table 4: New Zealand's domestic tertiary education
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Table 5: International tertiary education students

in New Zealand by selected characteristics
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