




KEY FINDINGS

STUDENT PARTICIPATION AND ACHIEVEMENT 

IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

There were some 430,000 domestic and 47,000 international 
students enrolled in formal qualifi cations with tertiary education 
providers during 2003. In addition, nearly 127,000 workers 
engaged in industry-based training, including over 6,250 
Modern Apprentices.

2003 has seen the continuation of a period of renewed growth in 
the sector that began in 2000. Over 13 percent of the population 
aged 15 and over were enrolled in formal tertiary education 
during 2003, the highest participation rate in New Zealand’s 
history. Domestic student numbers rose 11 percent, following 
similar growth in 2002 and 2001, while international student 
numbers grew by 21 percent, and industry training numbers 
grew by 19 percent.

Polytechnics were the largest type of tertiary education provider 
in terms of the number of domestic students enrolled, with 
42 percent of all students in 2003. However, in terms of equivalent 
full-time students (EFTS), the universities still constitute the largest 
type of tertiary education provider, with 39 percent of EFTS. 

Polytechnic domestic student numbers grew by 29 percent in 
2003 to reach 178,000 students. Much of this growth was in 
shorter community education type courses. Universities had an 
increase of around 1,000 domestic students (or 1 percent). 
Wänanga continued to grow sharply, with the number of 
domestic students increasing by over 20,500 to reach nearly 
65,000 in 2003. In terms of head count, wänanga students made 
up 15 percent of all domestic students in 2003, and 
outnumbered students at private providers for the fi rst time. 

With around 58,500 students in 2003, PTE student numbers 
were 11 percent lower than in 2002, while college of education 
student numbers remained fairly similar to 2002 levels at close 
to 13,500 students. 

While participation increased at all levels of tertiary study 
in 2003, growth was signifi cant at certifi cate level, with 
20 percent more students studying for level 1 to 3 certifi cates, 
and 64 percent more students studying for certifi cates at level 4. 
Nearly 60 percent of all students studied at these levels in 2003. 

Nearly 128,000 students (30 percent) studied at bachelors level 
in 2003, a rise of 2 percent from 2002. At 4 percent of the 
population aged 15 and over, the rate of participation at 
bachelors level has remained relatively constant since 1999. 
More than 22,600 students gained a bachelors degree in 2003, 
similar to the number in 2002. Of those who started a bachelors 
degree in 1999, 43 percent had successfully completed by 2003.

There were nearly 30,000 students studying at postgraduate level 
in 2003, including 15,200 students at postgraduate certifi cate, 
diploma or honours level, 10,900 studying at masters level, and 
3,800 at doctorate level. While the number of students studying 
at these levels rose between 1 and 5 percent, the percentage of 
the population aged 15 and over studying at these levels has 
remained relatively constant. A total of 499 students gained a 
doctorate in 2003, an increase of nearly 7 percent over 2002. 

Society and culture-related fi elds, and management and 
commerce-related fi elds were the most popular fi elds for study 
in 2003, each with around 86,000 students (or 20 percent each of 
all domestic students in 2003). 

During 2000 and 2001, Mäori were the fastest-growing group. In 
2003, however, the number of domestic Asian students grew at a 
faster rate than any other group, by nearly a third (32 percent), 
to reach nearly 45,000. This group now represents more than 
one in 10 domestic tertiary students. 

There were 91,600 Mäori students in 2003, up 240 percent on 
1994. Over all levels of study and when adjusted for age 
differences, more than 20 percent of Mäori aged 15 and over 
participated in tertiary education in 2003, the highest rate of 
any ethnic group. Consistent with the growth in wänanga at 
sub-degree level is the higher propensity of Mäori to be studying 
at lower levels on the Register of Quality Assured Qualifi cations 
(70 percent). 

There were over 25,400 Pasifi ka domestic students in 2003, up 
13 percent from 2002. Despite the number of domestic European 
students having increased by 91,000 since 1994, their share of all 
students has fallen from three in four (76 percent) in 1994 to two 
in three (66 percent) in 2003. 
























