A study of this scale and duration requires the
commitment and support of many people.

Firstly, we would like to thank the primary,
intermediate and secondary schools who took part
in our research. We are extremely grateful for their
enthusiasm to become involved initially, as well

as the support they gave us over the course of the
study. They allowed us the freedom to work with the
students and teachers as required and made us feel
as though we were part of their school for the short
time we were there.

The primary focus of our study was to find out

how students found the transition from primary to
secondary school. We were privileged to work with a
wonderful group of students who we enjoyed getting
to know over the 18 months of the study. We cannot
thank them enough for their willingness to talk

with us and to complete the many assessment tasks
we asked them to do. We also must thank many of
their parents who were interviewed or completed
questionnaires for us.

Many teachers were interviewed during the study
and also asked to complete student assessment
forms. We realise how busy teachers are and
appreciated them giving up their valuable time to
be involved.

We were fortunate to have Lara Syddell to design,
mark and score the asTTle tests for us. She was
extremely interested in the study and in what the
results were showing. Unfortunately for us, Lara left
New Zealand just as we were beginning our data
collection for Phase 4. But instead of having to find
a replacement marker Lara insisted on marking
and scoring the tests for us in order to maintain
consistency, as long as we were prepared to send
the assessments to her. It was wonderful to work
with such a dedicated and professional person. We
are also grateful to Keith Rickard, a Year 8 teacher,
who checked the appropriateness of asTTle tests for
our sample of students, as well as the three teachers
who were contracted to verify the asTTle writing
tests once the tests had been marked.

Prior to the commencement of the study three then
Year 9 students, Celeste, Nic and Nick, participated

in a trial of the student questionnaires, which was
much appreciated.

Thanks also to the external members of the

study advisory group who readily engaged with

the project: Clive McGee (University of Waikato);
Cathy Wylie (New Zealand Council for Educational
Research); Gary Sweeney and Bill Noble (New Zealand
Association for Intermediates and Middle Schools);
Ernie Buutveld and Barry Hambleton (New Zealand
Principals’ Federation); Judie Alison (Post Primary
Teachers’ Association); Bali Haque (Secondary
Principals’ Association of New Zealand); and lan
Leckie (New Zealand Educational Institute — Te Riu
Roa). We greatly appreciated their feedback on our
draft instruments and the worthwhile discussions
we had with them around some of our preliminary
findings and other aspects of the study. We also
acknowledge the contribution of Cedric Croft in the
early stages of the project.

Reviews of this report were also carried out by
Clive McGee and Terry Crooks (National Education
Monitoring Project, University of Otago). Thank you
both for your positive and constructive feedback.

The vision and commitment of a number of people
within the Ministry of Education ensured this

study became a reality and we are very grateful to
them for their ongoing support. In particular, we
would like to thank Lynne Whitney, Jacky Burgon,
Heleen Visser, Lisa Rodgers, Steve Benson and

Jenny Whatman. We would also like to thank our
colleagues in the Research and Evaluation Team and
Nicola Durling from Learning Policy Frameworks
who provided comment on the draft of this report,
as well as Christabel Dillon and Raelene Butters who
co-ordinated the publication process.

Special thanks also to our ex-colleague, Stephen
Porteners, who administered some of the student
tests for us in Wellington and completed the initial
analyses of the assessment data on which this report
is based. His technical expertise was invaluable.

Steve May, from the Research Division, provided
further technical expertise on how best to work
with the huge amount of data we collected and his
guidance and support was much appreciated.
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In addition, we would like to acknowledge the
valuable contribution of Sarah Taylor who did an
excellent job setting up the data entry screens and
ironing out any database problems. Also thanks to
the data entry staff who did not always have an easy
job deciphering and entering the large amount of
qualitative and quantitative data.

In Wellington, we were fortunate to have a Research
Division colleague, Fred Bishop, working with us in
the field. Fred was a great asset to the study as the
students and teachers responded well to his easy-
going manner and were more than happy to share

their experiences with him. It was wonderful to have
the opportunity to work more closely with him and
we really valued his input and support.

Lastly, but most importantly, we would like to

really thank Marie Cameron, Janet Mansfield and
Hainoame Havea from Auckland, and Maree Telford,
another of our colleagues from Wellington, who
undertook the fieldwork for us in Auckland.

We appreciated their contribution enormously.

Thank you all very much.

Sharon Cox and Shelley Kennedy



