






PAGE 187

OLDER STUDENTS IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

TABLE 8.1: OLDER STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN TERTIARY EDUCATION BY AGE 
GROUP 1998-2003

Year Students
 40-54 55-64 65+ Total 40+

1998 42,708 4,447 539 47,694

1999 49,455 5,393 614 55,462

2000 55,415 6,838 949 63,202

2001 63,541 8,942 1,607 74,090

2002 79,036 13,306 2,881 95,223

2003 91,145 17,567 4,572 113,284

Year As a proportion of all students aged 40 and over
 40-54 55-64 65+ Total 40+

1998 89.5% 9.3% 1.1% 100.0%

1999 89.2% 9.7% 1.1% 100.0%

2000 87.7% 10.8% 1.5% 100.0%

2001 85.8% 12.1% 2.2% 100.0%

2002 83.0% 14.0% 3.0% 100.0%

2003 80.5% 15.5% 4.0% 100.0%

Year Participation rate
 40-54 55-64 65+ Total 40+

1998 5.7% 1.4% 0.1% 3.2%

1999 6.4% 1.6% 0.1% 3.6%

2000 7.0% 2.0% 0.2% 4.0%

2001 7.9% 2.5% 0.3% 4.6%

2002 9.6% 3.6% 0.6% 5.7%

2003 10.9% 4.5% 1.0% 6.6%

Notes:
1 Data before 1999 excludes PTE and OTEP students.
2 Data relates to domestic students aged 40 and over enrolled at any time during 

the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 

0.03 EFTS.
3 Participation rate is the percentage of the population aged 15 and over who were 

enrolled at any time during the year.
4 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs which 

neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans and/or 

allowances.

STUDY LOAD 

Although students aged 40 and over have experienced more 
rapid growth in tertiary education participation than students 
under 40, older students generally have lower study loads5 than 
their younger counterparts. In 2003, 27 percent of all students 
aged 40 and over had study loads of 0.8 EFTS or more, compared 
with 48 percent of students under 40. On the other hand, the 
study load of older students has increased since 1998, when only 
17 percent of students aged 40 and over had study loads of 0.8 
EFTS or higher.

In the wänanga, 58 percent of students aged 40 and over had 
study loads of 0.8 EFTS or higher in 2003, compared with only 
15 percent of polytechnic students and 25 percent of university 
students in this age group. The EFTS loads of polytechnic 
students of all ages tend to be lower than other sectors and this 
is due mainly to the relatively large number of short courses 
offered by polytechnics and their encouragement of part-time 
enrolment. A total of 58 percent of polytechnic students aged 
40 and over were enrolled in less than 0.2 EFTS during 2003.

FIGURE 8.4: EFTS STUDY LOAD BY AGE GROUP 2003

STUDENTS AGED UNDER 40

STUDENTS AGED 40 AND OVER

Notes:
1 Data relates to domestic students enrolled at any time during the year with a 

tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
2 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs 

which neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans 

and/or allowances.
3 Study load relates to the total EFTS value of all qualifi cations enrolled 

in during the year.
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5    Measured as the number of equivalent full-time student (EFTS) units undertaken 

in a year by the student.
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FIGURE 8.9: DISTRIBUTION OF OLDER STUDENTS BY AGE GROUP AND FIELD OF STUDY 2003

Notes:
1 Data relates to domestic students aged 40 and over enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
2 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs which neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans and/or allowances.
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FIGURE 8.8: PERCENTAGE OF OLDER STUDENTS BY AGE GROUP AND QUALIFICATION 
LEVEL 2003

Notes:
1 Data relates to domestic students aged 40 and over enrolled at any time during 

the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 

0.03 EFTS.
2 Students who studied at more than one qualifi cation level have been counted in 

each level. Consequently, the sum of the students in each qualifi cation level may 

not add to the total number of students.  
3 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs 

which neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans 

and/or allowances.

FIELD OF STUDY 

The most popular fi eld of study for students aged 40 and over in 
2003 was society and culture, with one in fi ve older students (21 
percent) enrolled in this broad fi eld. One third of older students 
enrolled in society and culture-related qualifi cations in 2003 were 
studying foreign languages, and other popular society and culture 
topics were religious studies, English for speakers of other languages, 
social work, community care, counselling and te reo Mäori. 

Mixed-fi eld programmes were also popular with 19 percent of all 
older students enrolled in this fi eld. Two thirds of older students 
taking mixed-fi eld programmes were undertaking employment-
related skills training and life skills-related training. A further 16 
percent of older students were enrolled in management and 
commerce-related qualifi cations, including business management 
and real estate qualifi cations, and 11 percent were studying in 
health-related fi elds. 

The three most popular fi elds of study among students under 
40 in 2003 were also management and commerce, society and 
culture, or mixed-fi eld programmes, but sub-fi elds within these 
fi elds of study were more diverse than for older students. On the 
other hand, students aged 65 and over, who are more likely to 
be retired from paid work, were concentrated in three broad 
fi elds of study – society and culture, mixed-fi eld programmes, 
and information technology. The majority of information 
technology students in this age group were enrolled in general 
computer courses or web design courses. 
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