








































FIGURE 6.26: QUALIFICATIONS COMPLETED BY MÄORI STUDENTS THROUGH FORMAL 
TERTIARY EDUCATION BY LEVEL 1998-2003

Notes:
1 Data before 2000 excludes PTE and OTEP students.
2 Data relates to domestic students enrolled at any time during the year with a 

tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
3 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs 

which neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans 

and/or allowances.

The levels at which there has been the largest increase in the 
number of qualifi cations completed by Mäori have been 
certifi cates. From 1998 to 2001 the main growth was in level 1 to 
3 certifi cates, whereas, since 2001, the signifi cant growth has 
been in level 4 certifi cates. This aligns with patterns of 
enrolments as discussed above.
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There has been moderate growth in the number of qualifi cations 
completed at higher levels, with the exception of masters degree 
completions, which have stayed static. The number of doctorates 
completed each year by Mäori increased from 7 in 1998 to 30 in 
2003, a more than fourfold increase.

MÄORI STUDENT RETENTION AND COMPLETION RATES IN 

FORMAL TERTIARY EDUCATION

This section looks at the retention and completion rates for 
Mäori students in public tertiary institutions over a fi ve-year 
period from 1999 to 2003. 

Completion rates are the proportion of students who had 
completed a qualifi cation in the fi ve-year period.

Retention rates are the proportion of students studying in 1999 
who were either still studying or had completed their 
qualifi cation within the fi ve-year period. Therefore, retention 
rates include completion rates, plus the proportion still studying 
towards completion5.

Mäori retention and completion rates varied by level

Mäori students who started study at a public tertiary provider in 
1999 had slightly higher rates of retention and completion 
overall than non-Mäori. However, both retention and completion 
rates for Mäori students were:

• higher than for non-Mäori in qualifi cations below degree 
level, especially for certifi cates, and

• lower than for non-Mäori in bachelors degrees, postgraduate 
certifi cates and diplomas, honours degrees and masters degrees.

TABLE 6.6: FIVE-YEAR RETENTION AND COMPLETION RATES FOR DOMESTIC STUDENTS STARTING A QUALIFICATION IN 1999 AT A PUBLIC PROVIDER BY QUALIFICATION LEVEL

Qualifi cation level  Level 1-3  Level 4  Level 5-6  Level 7  Level 8 Honours/  Level 9  Level 10  
started in 1999 Certifi cate Certifi cate Diploma Bachelors Postgrad Cert/Dip Masters Doctorate Total

Retention rates
Mäori students 46% 27% 33% 47% 49% 42% 56% 52%

All students 38% 25% 32% 52% 55% 56% 60% 50%

Completion rates
Mäori students 39% 24% 28% 36% 47% 35% 16% 41%

All students 33% 23% 27% 43% 53% 52% 23% 40%

Notes:
1 All rates are estimates.
2 Data relates to domestic students enrolled at any time during the year with a tertiary education provider in formal qualifi cations of greater than 0.03 EFTS.
3 Data excludes all non-formal learning, on-job industry training and PTEs which neither received tuition subsidies nor were approved for student loans and/or allowances.

5    See Ministry of Education, Retention, Completion and Progression in Tertiary 

Education, 2003 for more detailed defi nitions.
































